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Maynilad warns of

ruptions

"fl!{l'étro‘-t:risis worsens as Angat water level continues to dip

_

FROM B1

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

Maynilad Water Services Inc.
yesterday warned of “rotational
service interruptions throughout

its concession area” once regula-

tors reduced supply when water
level at Angat Dam went down to
the critical low of 160 meters
above sea level (masl).

A

According to monitoring by
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration, the stock at
Angat was at'161.78 masl at 6 a.m.
of June 18, down by 0.61 meter
from 162.33 masl a day before.

The National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB) forecast
that Angat level would be at 160
masl by this weekend.

. “The NWRB announced that
it will reduce allocation for the
Metropolitan Waterworks and

P

Sewerage System (MWSS) once
water level in Angat Dam dips to
160 meters,” Maynilad said in a
statement. :
NWRB executive director Sevil-
lo David said on Monday that allo-
caion of raw water to
MWSS—whichis in turn treated by
Maynilad and Manila Water Co. Inc,
to produce potable water—had
been: reduced to 46 cubic meters
per second from 48 cu. m effective
June 1 on account of the continuous
reduction of Angat’s stock.

“At an allocation below 46
(cu. m), Maynilad will be con-
strained to implement rotation-
al service interruptions
throughout its concession area
to maximize the limited supply
and ensure that all customers
will have some water supply,
even within a few hours daily,”
the company said.

The West Zone concession-
aire added that it had measures
in place to mitigate the impact
of this reduced allocation.

These include the extension
of operating hours of our pump-
ing stations, prompt repair of
pipe leaks and reactivation of
deep wells, among others.

“If necessary, Maynilad will
send out mobile water tankers
and install static water tanks for
severely affected areas,” the
company said.

Also yesterday, Manila Water
issued a service advisory that it
would be implementing rotation-
al water service interruptions for

 the entire East Zone.

“Despite the rains we have
been experiencing these past
days, the water level at Angat
and Ipo Dams continue to de-
cline, thereby affecting water
availability and our ability to re-
fill our reservoirs. The (NWRB)
will reduce allocations for the
water concessionaires. Release
of raw water in Angat (yester-
day) will just be 38 cu. m per sec-
ond instead of 48 cu. m,” it said.
INQ
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12 million customers to experience low
water to no water pressure for 6to12 hours

l{’,ﬂ‘gﬂﬁ ﬂﬂ“&‘aﬁ V ‘7 " N

As much ‘as 12 million customers of

i 1} ?‘."

A-RUIZ
further reduced the Angat Dam's water

Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (Mayni-.

lad) and Manila Water Company, Inc.
(Manila Water) will experience low tono
water pressure for 6 to 12 hours straight
starting today as the water level in An-
gat Dam continues to diminish.

The decision was made after the Na-

‘allocation to Metropolitan Waterworks

and Sewerage System (MWSS).
Based on the PAGASA’'s monitoring
as of Tuesday, the water level at Angat

‘ Dam has further declined to 161.76

meters, which is just 1.76 meters short
of its 160-meter critical level for

tional Water Resources Board (NWRB)

domestic water supply.

»9

12 mllhon customers...

. With the country currently experi-
encing a monsoon break, the chance
of rainfall, especially over the Angat
watershed, has been lessened.

Ifthe water level at Angat Dam falls
below 160 meters by June 22 (Saturday),
NWRB said another water allocation
adjustment will be implemented simul-
taneous with the shutting down of the
auxiliary unit.

The auxﬂiary outlet, which is being
used at the moment, could no longer be
utilized once the water level falls below
160 meters.

* NWRB assured that it will allocate
atleast 36 cms to MWSS should the dam
further decline to 150 meters.

But the implementation of lower
water allocation could adversely affect
the normal delivery of water services
to Maynilad and Manila Water, the
agency said.

‘“Expect rotational water service
interruptions, which will be announced
the soonest possible time,” NWRB ad-

.vised the public.

It appealed to the public to “con—
serve water and pray for heavy rains”
to help elevate the dwindling water level

at Angat Dam. ;

“We are really entering unprec-

41

edented levels for Angat,” Mamla Water
President and Chief Executive Officer
Ferdinand Dela Cruz said earlier.

Angat Dam had its lowest water
level back in 2010, but it only went down:
to as low as 157 meters.

Right now, the dam releases about 4
million liters of water per day (mld). Of
this, Manila Water gets an allocation of
1,600 mld, while Maynilad is allowed to
get the rest or about 2,400 mld.

With allocation for MWSS reduced,
low-water pressure can be expected
both for Manila Water and Maymlad
customers.

Company officials estimate that
about 6.9 million or 70 percent of May-
nilad customers will start experiencing
low water pressure or rotational inter-
ruption, while as much as 5.4 million or
80 percent of Manila Water customers
will suffer from the same ordeal.

“We are constrained to implement
a new scheme of rotational water ser-

‘vice interruptions for the entire East

Zone for about 8 to 12 hours during
night time. We will post the schedule of
water interruptions in our social media
platforms. We will continue to provide
regular updates regarding water supply
outlook for the East Zone,” Jeric Sevilla,

head of Manila Water's corporate com-
munications, said.

Manila Water, which currently
has 6 million customers, provides
water to 23 cities and municipalities
in Metro Manila and Rizal. These
include Mandaluyong, Makati, Pasig,
Pateros, San Juan, Taguig, Marikina,
and parts of Quezon City and Manila.
The towns of Angono, Baras, Binan-
gonan, Cainta, Cardona, Jalajala,
Morong, Pililia, Rodriguez, Tanay,
Taytay, Teresa, San Mateo and Anti-
polo in the province of Rizal are also

. part of the East Zone.

Maynilad, on the other hand has 9
million customers from cities of Manila
(all but portions of San Andres and Sta.
Ana), Quezon City (west of San Juan
River, West Avenue, EDSA, Congres-

'sional, Mindanao Avenue, the northern

part starting from the Districts of Holy

_ Spirit and Batasan Hills), Makati (west

of South Super Highway), Caloocan,
Pasay, Paranaque, Las Pinas, Muntin-
lupa, Valenzuela, Navotas and Malabon,
allin Metro Manila; the cities of Cavite,
Bacoor and Imus, and the towns of
Kawit, Noveleta and Rosario, all in the
Province of Cavite.

NWRB and MWSS are now appeal-
ing to the public to conserve water and
"pray for heavy rains to come in the
Angat watershed area.” :
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By LOUISE MAUREEN
SIMEON

A huge portion of Metro
Manila and nearby provinces
should expect setvice interrup-
tions until this weekend after
the National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) decided to
further cut allocation amid
the continued drop in the
water level at Angat Dam, the
metro’s main water source.,

The NWRB is reducing the

allocation for Metropolitan .

Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) to 40 cubic
meters per second (CMS) from
the current 46 CMS starting
until this weekend.

fine-tuning preparation of the
low-level outlet as a back-up
water discharge before the An-
gat Dam level reaches 160 me-
ters and lessen the significant
effect of limited water supply
in the coming days.

With the cutin allocation, 70
percent of the customer base
of west zone concessionaire
Maynilad Water Services Inc.
will be affected while 80 per-
cent of east zone Manila Water
Co. Inc. will be hit.

Angat Dam’s water level
dropped further to 161.78
meters yesterday and is ex-
pected to hit critical level this
weekend.

As of 6 am. yesterday, the
water supply of Angat Dam,

which supplies 97 percent.

of Metro Manila’s water de-
mands, was 18.22 meters be-
low its normal operating level
of 180 meters.

MWSS administrator Rey-
naldo Velasco said Angat Dam’s
water level would dip to a low-
level mark of 160 meters if it will
not rain by June 20.

“If the (monsoon break)
forecast of PAGASA continues,
we would reach 154 meters
by end of June,” Velasco said,
referring to the Philippine At-
mospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Admin-
istration, in an interview with
radio station dzMM.

“This will affect water sup-
ply going to our treatment

todaﬁr
The NWRB meanwhile is

e

A

plants and consequently, our
ability to refill our reservoirs.
We are therefore constrained
to implement a new scheme
of rotational water service
interruptions for the entire
east zone for about eight to
12 hours during nighttime,”
Manila Water spokeman Jeric
Sevilla said.

“Of the 70 percent, 20 per-
cent will be severely affected,
where only eight hours will
be the supply window. The
remaining 50 percent, they
have roughly nine to 16 hours
of water supply,” Maynilad
Water Supply Operations head
Ronaldo Padua said.

Maynilad said it has miti-

cluding the extension of the
operating hours of pumping

stations and the reactivation

of deep wells. It will also de-

_ploy mobile water tankers and
install static water tanks for
‘severely affected areas.

Further, NWRB executive
director Sevillo David Jr. said
another adjustment will be un-
dertaken on Saturday or once
the 160-meterlevel is breached
because the auxiliary unit will
be shut down. :

“However, it is assured that
at least 36 CMS will be allo-
cated to MWSS until the dam
further declines to 150 meters,
assuming that there is no sig-
nificant inflow,” David added.

While there were intermit-

tent rains in the past few days,
the NWRB said these have not
significantly improved the
water elevation in Angat Dam.
- “It continuously declines
despite the PAGASA pro-
nouncement of the onset of
rainy season. A monsoon break
is present in the country which
lessens the chance of rainfall
in the coming days. Earliest
downpour is expected in the
last week of June,” David said.
- The NWRB is urging the
public to conserve water to
reduce the water demand
from Angat Dam to prevent
the rapid decline of water level
and contribute to its recovery.
— With Helen Flores, Rho-
dina Villanueva

gating measures in place, in-

Interruptions set for bulk of Maynilad,
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By Rio N. Arajaand Alena Mae S. Flores

Systemon Tuesday raised the alarm over the

T HE Meiropolitan Waterworks and SeWerage

poor witer supply at Angat Dam in Bulacan,
saying its elevation could {urther dip below the critical

level of 160 meters.

In a dzMM radp interview, MWSS
Administrator Remaldo Velasco said
the dam'’s water level “a little above” the
160-meter critical nark. ‘

He said the rainy in the past week were

not enough to help replenish the dam’s :

dwindlingsupply, B
‘According to/Elmer Karingal, a Phil-
ippine ospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration’s
hydrologiit, as of yesterday 6 a.m., the
dam’s waer level went down to 161.78
meters Monday’s 162.39 meters.
«We, giserved the water elevation go

its elevation went down to 160 meters
something. But based on our hydrograph
or manual graph, despite the prevailing

El Nifio phenomenon during those years, '

Angat Dam was able to recover from its

low water supply,” he said. ;
“We are hoping rains would come on

the third week of July or first week of

- August since typhoons are expected to

enter the country and to spawn rains,” he
added. .

The enhancement of the southwest
’monsoon due to a typhoon could trigger
downpour, he said. 5

Velasco fears thm‘hgat “Dai;iééérlévell

Angat Dam level alarming-
—MWSS

 sible water interruptions. A rotational

service interruption in the East Zone
concession area would start Tuesday
night, Manila Water said,

The National Water Resources Board
has reduced the volume allotted to con-
cessionaires from 46 cubic meters per
second to 40 cms, :

Meanwhile, grid operator National’
Grid Corporation of the Philippines
placed the Luzon grid on red alert due

to shortage of power generation capac-
ity for three hours on Tuesday, the 11th
red alert raised since January this year
which resulting to rotational brownouts
in selected areas. .

Manila Electric Co. implemented
manual load dropping or removing
loads from the grid starting from 1:19
p.m. yesterday which affécted areas
in Calumpit, Hagonoy and Malolos in
Bulacan. Meralco also implemented
MLD in some areas in Metro Ma-

nila namely, Caloocan, Malabon and.

Navotas.

down by.61 meters yesterday, or more
than halfa-meter,” he said. . ~ would reach 154 meters by end of June, Meralco put on standby participants
* “We Bve projected that should there’11 saying the two water concessionaires of = of its interruptible load program in the
be no pin on June 20, the level would MWSS—the Manila Water Co. Inc. and wake of the supply deficiency. E
plungdo 160 meters,” Velasco said. Maynilad Water Services Inc,—might “Corporations and commercial es-
gal, for his part, said the dam’s el-  end up adopting rotational service or ser- tablishments participating under the
evatia could even dip below 160 meters, - vice interruption, and water rationing, ILP are ready to use their generator sets
“QJuly 18, 2010, Angat Dam was at  The two water firms advised their over to help prevent / minimize incidents of
it§ Ivest at 157.56 meters, In July 2014,  15-million customers to prepare for pos- power outage,” the company said. '
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Consumers hit
by double whammy

BY JED MACAPAGAL

CONSUMERS may have tobeat
more rotating brownouts and ro-
tating water interruptions due to
the limited supply of power and
water in the coming weeks,

Luzon Grid was placed under
red alert yesterday due to extreme
insufficiency in the amount of
available power reserves as peak
power demand hit 11,114 mega-
watts (MW) against an available
supply of 11,402 MW

Water level in the Angat dam is
expected to breach the 160-meter
critical elevation level within the
next three days.

'The National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) said as of 6 a.m,
yesterday, Angat’s level was at
161.78 meters. .

It said the technical working
group is proposing to reduce
the allocation to the Manila Wa-
terworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) from 46 cubic meters
per second (cms) to 40 cms start-
ing today June 19 to June 21 to
fine-tune the preparation of the
low-level outlet as a back-up water

discharge before the Angat dam
level reaches 160 meters. This is
to lessen the sigﬂiﬁcént. effect of
limited water supply in the coming
days,” the agency explained in a
statement.

NWRB said assuming that the
160 meter level is breached on
June 22 based on the projection,
another adjustment will be un-
dertaken in the MWSS allocation
because the auxiliary unit will be
shut down. But it assured at least
36 cms will be allocated to MWSS
until the dam further declines to
150 meters assuming that there is
no significant inflow.

“This will considerably impact
the normal delivery of services
of both Metro Manila conces-
sionaires, Maynilad and Manila
Water and the Bulacan conces-
sionaire. Expect rotational water
service interruptions which will
be announced the soonest possible
time,” the agency said.

Manila Water said the reduc-
tion will affect its water supply
going to its treatment plants and

See CONSUMERS > Page A2

CONSUMERS

consequently, its ability to refill its res-
ervoirs.

“We are therefore constrained to imple-

ment a new scheme of rotational water
service interruptions for the entire East
Zone for about 8 to 12 hours during night
time,” Manila Water said.

Maynilad said at an allocation 40 CMS,

about 70 percent of its s customer base
will be affected. “We are constrained to
implement rotational service interruptions
throughout our concession area to maxi-
mize the limited supply and ensure thart all
customers will have some water supply,
even within a few hours daily,” the company
said in a statement.

Maynilad said has measures in place to
mitigate the impact of this reduced alloca-
tion, including the extension of operating
hours of our pumping stations and reac-
tivation of deep wells, among others. If
necessary, Maynilad will send out mobile
water tankers and install static water tanks
for severely affected areas.

Meanwhile, the National Grid Corpora-
tion of the Philippines (NGCP) said yester-
day’s power situation resulted to a total of

.

32 yellow alerts and 11 red alerts since the
power supply deficiency was experienced
in the Luzon Grid way back from March.

NGCP said the scenario gaused
power interruptions for customers of
Cagayan Electric Cooperative, Pam-
panga Electric Cooperative, Quezon
Electric Cooperative, Camarines Sur
Electric Cooperative and the Manila
Electric Co. (Meralco).

Meralco said its customers from the
municipalities of Hagonoy, Calumpit and
Malolos in Bulacan were affected as well
as some parts of Caloocan, Malabon and
Navotas.

A total of 231.38 MW of capacity from
116 participants of the interruptible load
program ran their own generator sets in
order to decrease the demand from the
grid.

The Department of Energy said that
the power supply deficiency yesterday was
caused by the unplanned outages of four
coal power plants with a total capacity of
765 MW as well as the de-rated capacity
of six power plants, mostly hydro plants
caused by the low water level in dams.

-
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Water supply interruptions start

By MELISSA LUZ
LOPEZ, CNN
Philippines

METRO Manila resi-
dents will face a fresh
round of water supply
interruptions starting
today, water concession-
aires Maynilad and Ma-

The announcements
were made yesterday after-
noon, shortly after the Na-
tional Water Resources
Board (NWRB) said they
will reduce the water allo-
cation for Metro Manila. The
supply interruptions are
seen to affect over 12 mil-
lion homes.

NWRB Executive Direc-
tor Sevillo David Jr. said
the allocation for Metro

Manila will be reduced to
40 cubic meters per second
(ems) on June 19 to 21 from
the current rate of 46 cms
to prevent a drastic plunge
of the water level in Angat
Dam, which is Metro Ma-
nila’s biggest water source.
Water utility firms will have
to come up with their own
schedules for the rotating
supply interruptions, he
added.

The water level in Angat
Dam further dipped to
161.78 meters as of 6 am.
of Tuesday. The agency
projects the dam will breach
the critical level of 160 meters

this week, which would then

trigger a reduction of water
supphed to Metro Manila
concessionaires. The dam’s
minimum operating level —
wtherate:tmnmmfoﬂxbly

cover the region’s needs — is
at 180 meters.

However, another ad-
Jjustment will be made to
the amount of water re-
leased from the reservoir
should the dam breach its
critical level. By June 22,
the allocation may drop to
36 cms until the dam’s
water level slips further to
150 meters, “This will con-
siderably impact the nor-
mal delivery of services of
Metro Manila concession-
aires Maynilad and Manila
Water, and the Bulacan
concessionaire. Expect rota-
tional water service inter-
ruptions, which will be
announced at the soonest
time possible,” David said
in a press briefing.

The NWRB said the
adjustment will mean a

reduction of 500 million Li-
ters per day — a volume equiv-
alent to 50,000 water trucks.

Maymlad Water Supply

- Operations head Ronald

Padua said roughly 6.9 mil-

lion homes will see reduced

water supply by Wednes-
day. Half of their custom-
ers in the west zone will
have 10 to 16 hours of

steady supply, while 20

percent will have eight
hours of flowing water. Pri-
or to this, the water firm
has been mplementmg TO-
tating service interruptions
between 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.
to manage dwindling wa-
ter supply. ;

“Pipilitin namin na off-
peak lang ang reduction
pero baka maramdaman
na kahit peak hours o sa

araw[Wemllirytolched 5

today

ule the water interruptions
during off-peak times, but
this may be felt even dur-
ing the day],” Padua said |
after their meeting with the |
NWRB.

Manila Water commu-
nications manager Dittie
Galang said separately that
5.4 million households will
have weak or no water
supply for four to 17 hours
starting tomorrow. This
comes three months after
the Ayala-led concessionaire
had to implement week-
long rotating service inter-
ruptions in March, which
was blamed to a huge sup-
ply deficit for Manila Water
customers.

Manila Water corporate
communications head Jeric
Sevilla said they have “not
fully recovered” from the

| March supply shortage, with

a remaining a degicat
of about 40 million liters. |
“This lowering of the levels
of the Angat and Ipo dams

‘and the possible reduction

in the allocation will further
aggravate our very volatile
and unstable water supply
situation,” he told CNN
Philippines’ New Day.

~ To date, only about 90
percent of Manila Water's
clients have round-the-clock
supply, while 99 percent are
assured of at least eight hours
of flowing water per day,
Sevilla said. Manila Water
has advised customers about
a fresh round of mzpplymten

ruptions last Sundy.
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Water supply ng Metro, babawasan pa

Babawasang muli ng National persecond (cms)ay gagawinnalang  kasabay n:g pagsasara sa auxiliary
Water Resources Board (NWRB) 40 cms simula ngayong{l\ﬁyerku]es - unitnito. : .

ang alokasyon nito ng water supply  hanggang sa Biyernes, Hunyo 21. Ayon sa NWRB, bababa pa sa 3

euk:%m sir;%a 1’1gaynny to ay upay;lg ﬁ%aki.ng tatagal cmsangilalaan ng Angatsa MWSS
Miyerkules, dahil aabotnasacritical ~ ang tubig sa Angat Dam, na batay sakaling bumaba-pa ang tubig sa
level ang tubig sa Angat Dam. sa monitoring ng PAGASA kahapon  reservoir sa 150 metro.

Sa pulon iahapon kasamaang ay bumaba pa sa 161.76 metro, o Kinumpirma rinng NWRBnaang
technical working group, nabinubuo ~ 1.76 metrona lang ang lamang bago  mas mababang aloka_syqnn§ tubigay
ng Metropolitan Waterworks and  umabotsa160-meter critical levelnito makaapekto sa normal delivery ng
Sewerage System, National Irrigation  parasa domestic water supily tubig ng Maynilad at Manila Water
Administration, National Power Dahil sa El Nifio, mas kakaunti  sa mga customer nito.
Corporation, Philip's‘ e Atmospheric, ang tyansa ng bagyo sa bansa kahit - “Expect  rotational  water
Geophysical and Astronomical patag-ulanna. ; service interruptions, which will be
Services Administration, at ng m Sakaling umabot na ang tubig ~ announced the soonest possible time,"
water concessionaire na Manila sa Angat Dam samas mababasa 1 paabuso ng NWRB sa publiko, at

Water at Maynilad, nagpanukalaang  metro saSabado, Hunyo 22,sinabing  nanawaganng pagtitipid sa paggamit
NWRB na babawasan ang alokasyon ~ NWRBna muli itong ma, apa’cupag ng tubig.
sa MWSS mula sa 46 cubic meters  ng water allocation adjustment,

Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz
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TIWALA ang Nanonal
Water Resources Board
(NWRB) na makatu-
tulong ang mga inaa-
sahang pag-ulan para
mapataas ang water
level ng Angat Dam.
Sinabi sa DWIZ ni
NWRB Executive Di-
rector Dr. Sevillo David

o

na dalawang metro na
lamang ay maituturing
nang nasa critical level
ang antas ng tubig sa na-
sabing dam.

“Umaasa nga po
sana tayo na dumating
na ‘tong mga pag-ulan na
sinasabi ng Pagasa at at
ito po ay ipaabot sa mga

water shed... mas gusto
po sana natin na du’n s’ya
sa watershed, mag-extend
sa watershed ang pagbag-
sak para po ma-recharge
‘yung mga dam. Pero sa
ngayon po hindi pa po
ganoon ang nangyayari at
patuloy pong bumababa
ang Angat Dam,” paha-
yag ni David.

- Kapag nagtuloy-tuloy
ang pagbaba ng water
level ng Angat Dam, ini-

hayag ni David na kaila-

ngan na talagang bawasan

‘ang supply ng tubig sa
. Metro Manila.

"So, sa ganito pong

sendryo, ang tinitignan po.

natin pagka patuloy pong
bumaba ‘yan ay posible

~na po  tayong  magka-

roon ng kabawasan ng

| alokasyon kapagito po ay’
} bumaba sa 160 meters na
- elevation po at magiging

dulot. po nito, hahatiin

po natm, maaapektuhan
po ‘yung regular na su-
play na nararanasan ng
‘mga kababayan natin
‘dito po sa Metro Manila
sa tubig,” dagdag pa ni
David.




TITLE :

STRATEGIC

~ . Zoscsy
§ COMMUNICATION

sy [NITIATIVES
vl SERVICE
—ai—

_Band

. Y

era

g |

UPPER

PAGE LOWER

BALITA - BUENAS » CHIKA

PAGE 1/

L

(1 1 [

BANNER
STORY

PAGE 1
STORY

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

DATE

Water interru

ASAHAN na ang rota-
tional water service inter-
ruption sa Metro Manila
at Bulacan kapag bi-
nawasan na ang suplay ng
tubig mula sa Angat dam.

Sa isang pahayag sin-
abi ng Manila Water, isa sa
mga water concessiondire

sa National Capital Re-
gion, na magkakaroon ng
epekto sa kanilang normal
na serbisyo ang pag-
babawas ng suplay ng

- tubig mula sa Angat.
“Expect rotational wa-

ter service interruptions
whlch will be announced

the soonest possible time,”
saad ng Manila Water.
Umapela naman ito sa
publiko na magtipid sa
paggamit ng tubig. “We
again appeal to the public
to conserve water and
pray for heavy rains to
come in the Angat water-

shed area.”

Kahapon ng umaga,
ang lebel ng tubig sa An-
gat dama ay 161.78 metro,
malapit na sa 160 critical
level nito na maaaring
maabot sa susunod na tat-
long araw.

Ipinanukala ng Tech-

ption sa MM magsisimula na

nical Working Group na
bawasan ang suplay na
tubig sa Metropolitan Wa-
ter and Sewerage System
~inula sa 46 cubic meters
per second at gawin na
lamang 40 cms simula sa
Hunyo 19 hanggang 29
bilang preparasyon sa
Low-Level Outlet. Sa
MWSS nanggagaling ang
tubig ng Manila Water at
Maynilad.

“This is to lessen the
significant effect of limit-
ed water supply in the
coming days.”

Kung tuluyang bababa
ang lebel ng tubig ay
babawasang muli ang isi-
nusuplay na tubig sa
Metro Manila at Bulacan.

“On June 22, assum-
ing that the 160-meter
level is breached based on
the projection, another
adjustment will be under-
taken in the MWSS allo-
cation because the auxil-
iary unit will be shut
down. However, it is as-
sured that at least 36 cms
will be allocated to MWSS
until the dam further de-
clines to 150 meters as-
suming that there is no
significant inflow," dagdag
ng kumpanya. —Letfb:ﬂy
Begas
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Ana NancemnUnanG Paparanana Tacal oG 54 Bassa

1M tree seedling
reserve ng BARMM

BINAHAGI kamakailan ng Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources

and Energy - Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(MENRE-BARMM) na umabot na ang tree seedling reserves ng rehiyon sa
halos isang milyon.

Bilang bahaging pagdiriwang ng Environment Month, nagdaos ang mga
Environment officials at mga empleyado ng isang soil- bagging activity at
nursery sa Barangay Dimapatoy, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao.

“It (soil bagging) is a continuing effortis to prepare the young trees for
future tree-planting events in the reg10n, * pahayag ni MENRE-BARMM
Minister Abdulraof Macacua.

Upang masiguroang tuloy-tuloy na paglago ng regional seedhng nursery,
nangako si Macacua at ang iba pang environment worker na magpapatuloy
sa pagpapaunlad ng nursery kasama ng iba pang seedling nurseries sa bahagi
ng Bangsamoro region.

“Soil-bagging activities would be considered a part of the n‘umstry’ s
greening program amid the effects of climate change,” ani Macacua.

_ Ayon kay Macacua, regular niyang bibisitahin ang mga seedling nurseries
sa rehiyon upang mataya at matukoy ang mga kailangan ng mga nursery
sites at gawin ang aksiyon para sa pagpapaunlad nito.

Ang BARMM ay binubuo ng mga probinsiya ng Maguindanao, Lanao
del Sur, Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi at mga lungsod ng Cotabato, Marawi at

Noong 2014, tagumpay ang Department of Environment and Natural
Resources-Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao sa pangangalaga
at pamamahagi kalaunan ngisang milyong tree seedlings sa rehiyon sa
pamamagitan ng regional tree seedling nursery. : ’

. R et PNA
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LGUs push for non-renewal
of OceanaGold’s Didipio FTAA

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

The province of Nueva
Vizcaya is appealing to
President Duterte not to
renew OceanaGold Philip-
pines’ financial and techni-
cal assistance agreement
(FTAA), which expires today
(Wednesday).

The renewal of the FTAA

will allow OceanaGold |

to continue operating the
Didipio gold and copper
' mine for another 25 years.

OceanaGold has suppos-
edly been causing more than
P20 billion in damages to
Nueva Vizcaya'’s rice fields,
watersheds, mountains and
communities,

“That is just an estimate,
it could be much more as

the damage inflicted on the

rice fields is unquantifiable.
We are already having a
hard time asking them to
pay taxes, how much more

this?” Nueva, Vizcaya Gov-
ernor Carlos Padilla told The

- STAR yesterday.

An FTAA is entered into
between a contractor and the
government for the large-
scale exploration, develop-
ment and utilization of gold,
copper, nickel, chromite,
lead, zinc and other miner-
als. It is granted to foreign-
owned corporations seeking

_to operate in the Philippines.

The President has the final
decision on the grant and re-
newal of an FTAA upon the

endorsement of the Mines .

and Geosciences Bureau and
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources.

However, the DENR and

MGB are pushing for the

renewal of OceanaGold’s
FTAA, The STAR learned.
MGB assistant director
Danilo Uykieng and Envi-
ronment Undersecretary
Jonas Leones confirmed they
endorsed OceanaGold’s re-
newal application to the Of-

-fice of the President.

Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources
Undersecretary Analiza Teh,
on the other hand, said the
FTAA has yet to be approved
and signed by President
Duterte.

Padilla argued that the
300 workers in the mine site
were nothing compared to
the thousands of farmers be-
ing affected.

“Which one will we sac-
rifice? Plus, we will be pro-
viding livelihood to these
workers and they are better
off once OceanaGold is gone.
We will develop agriculture
and tourism,” he said.

“I refused to have a dia-
logue with them because
what’s the use? Any effort
or initiative for a dialogue
is for them to protect their
interest,” Padilla said.

Meanwhile, environmen-
tal alliance Alyansa Tigil

‘Mina (ATM) is also calling

on Duterte to immediately
rule in favor of mining-
affected communities and

stop the destructive open-
pit mining operations of thé
firm. :
- “The mine audit conduct-
ed by DENR in 2016 has al-
legedly revealed that Ocean-

‘aGold not only violated sev-

eral environmental laws, but
also failed to comply with
its contractual obligations to
deliver social development
to residents affected by its
mining operations,” ATM
national coordinator Jaybee
Garganera said.

Nueva Vizcaya is host
to tworof ithe-largest min-
ing projects in the country,
OceanaGold’s Didipio mine
and FCF Mineral’s Rurnruno
Gold-Molybdenum project.

The local government and
communities in the province
have long been opposed to
the mining industry due to
the negative impacts on the
people and the environment.
They are pushing for more de-
velopments related to ecotour-
ism and the agriculture sector.
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J Anti-mining groups want Duterte

to cancel OceanaGold's FTAA

‘ NTI-MINING groups
have asked President
‘ Duterte to cancel the fi-

nancial and/or technical assistance
agreement (FTAA) of Australian-
Canadian mining firm OceanaGold.

OceanaGold through its Philip-
pine subsidiary, OceanaGold Philip-
pines, operates the Didipio mine in

 the province of Nueva Vizcaya. -
" OceanaGold’s 25-year FTAA li-

cense is set to expire after 25 years
on June 20, 2019,
.| “Oceanagold’s destructive big
mining has been barricaded by in-
digenous communities, recently
opposed in a unanimous provincial
council resolution, and is even cur-
rently investigated by nine United
Nations special rapporteurs, It is
high time for the Duterte govern-
ment to cancel OceanaGold’s FTAA
license and compel the destructive
mine to answer for its various rights
violations,” said Leon Dulce, national
coordinator of Kalikasan People’s
Network for the Environment, one
of the national support groups for
the Nueva Vizcaya-wide campaign
againsttheforeignminingcompany.
Representatives from various
Nueva Vizcaya-based people’s orga-
nizations, Kalikasan PNE, Alyansa

~ TigilMina, and the Greenthumb Co-

alition, togetherwith Nueva Vizcaya
Gov. Carlos Padillaand CBCPNASSA
Secretary Fr. Edwin Gariguez raised
the call for OceanaGold’s FTAA can-
cellation before Environment Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu in a dialogue at the
DENR Central Office.

“We believe that more than a
decade of human-rights violations
and other negative impacts against
communities and ecosystems in
Nueva Vizcaya are a strong basis
for denying the mining company’s
extension, Dulce said. Kalikasan-
PNE said in 2007, Oxfam Australia

came out with a Mining Ombuds-
man Report narrating how villagers
accused OceanaGold of engaging in
“harassment and the use of strong-
arm tactics to pressure them to ac-
ceptits plans to develop a large gold
and copper mine.” :

“In2011, the Commission on Hu-
man Rights found OceanaGold com-
plicit in the forced evictions of in-
digenous and peasant families that
included the indiscriminate burn-
ing of homes from 2008 to 2009,
Kalikasan-PNE added.

Meanwhile, a 2014 environmen-
talinvestigationmission (EIM)led by
independent scientist group Agham
found damage to forests, air pollu-
tionfrom dustyroadsand stockpiles,
and massive water pollution, all af-
fecting the health and livelihood of
affected residents. In 2017, former
Environment Secretary Gina Lopez
ordered the suspension of Oceana-
Gold’s operations, but the order was
stayed by the Office of the President
afterthecompanymadeanappeal.In
thesamemonth, at least133 families
were forced to evacuate their homes
andlocal communityleaders experi-
encedthreatsandintimidation, after
military combatoperations swooped
across the mine's operational and
expansion areas.

“To date, villagers in Oceana-
Gold’s hostbarangayof Didipio have
yet to be given their due just com-
pensation from the company. Worse,
thevillagers have been forced to pay
with theirrightsandcivilliberties for
being vocal in demanding account-
ability,” Dulce said.

A communication last February
by nine special rapporteurs of the
UN HumanRights Council, including
Special Rapporteur on Environment
Prof. John Boyd and Chair-Rappor-
teur on Business and Human Rights
Surya Deva have sought answers

from the Duterte administration on
the series of violations involving the
Didipio mine.

On Monday, the Provincial
Council of Nueva Vizcaya came
out with a unanimous resolution
calling for the non-extension of
OceanaGold’s FTAA.

“We will exercise constant vigi-
lancetomakesure the Departmentof
Environmentand Natural Resources
and the Duterte administration re-
voke the pro-plunder, pro-polluter
FTAA license of OceanaGold. Its li-
cense’s expirywillmarkthestart, not
the end, of our watch,” Dulce ended.

Y
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MINERALS ACCOUNTING. Government agencies accountable for monitoring responsible mining in the Philip-

pines visit Taganito Mining Corp. (T MC) for a pilot project of the national government referred to as “Minerals

Accounting”- The objective of the said project is to do an accounting of the country’s minerals resources in

order for the government to draft a roadmap that will effectively define the economic characteristics of the

mining industry and other related industries.
TMC, a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), with mining operations in Claver, Surigao del Norte, is the first

company. the group is engaging for relevant data for this important economic project.
The delegation, headed by the Philippine Statistics Agency (PSA), attended a detailed tour of the TMC mine

site as well as the plant site of THPAL, a minerals processing plant in Taganito.
The delegation also had representatives from the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA), the

Department of Natural Resources (DENR), and _ﬂje Environment Managemt_ent Bureau (EMB).
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‘Wattah Wattah' Festival,
tipid-tubig sa San Juan

Tuloy pa rin ang basaan, pero konting tubig na

lang! Ito ang magiging eksena sa magaganap na
Wattah! Wattah! Festival sa San Juan na ipagdiri-
wang sa Hunyo 24.

Dahil sa kakulungan ng suplay ng tubig sa ilang
bahagi ng Metro Manila, titipirin muna ang mang-
yayaring basaan bilang pagdiriwang ng pista ng
patron saint ng San Juan, St. John the Baptist.

Ayon sa kautusan ni San Juan Mayor Guia Go-
mez, water conservation muna ang mangyayari sa
kanﬂan% pagdiriwang nﬁ kapistahan pero tuloy pa
rin ang basaan at kasiyahan.

Maglalaan lamang ang lungsod ng 16 fire truck
na gagamitin sa basaan na kung saan ay umabot
ng 50 fire truck ang nagagamit nila noong nakara-
ang taon.

Ayon kay Dante Santiago, hepe ng San Juan
City Environment & Natural Resources Office,
“Magdidiwa‘ni ]pa rin tayo ng basaan pero magi-
ging responsable sa paggamit ng tubig.

Ang Wattah! Wattah! Festival ay sinimulan ka-
sabay ng World Environment Day noong Hunyo 7
habang ang grand weekend ay magaganap sa Bi-
yernes, Hunyo 21 at magaganap sa Lunes, Hunyo
24 ang Wattah! Wattah! kasabay ang mga water-
ways and river clean-up program, water caravan,
at tree planting. :

Samantala, kasado naman ang San Juan City
Police sa pagsasagawa ng monitoring at police
visibility sa lahat ng baraﬁfay sa siyudad na kung
saan nasa 50 kapulisan mula sa Eastern Police Dis-
trict ang itatalaga. (Vick Aquino)
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" director, said that this s part of the foundation's Mindanao

BPI FOUNDATIONTO REFOREST 100 HECTARES
OF DENUDED WATERSHED IN BANGSAMORO

Foundation, in partnership with Hineleban Foundation,
has committed to rehabilitate 100 hectares of denuded
watershed in the Bangsamoro region of Amai Manabilang,
Lanao del Sur, and provide livelihood to 20 families in
Barangay Pagunayan.
Maricris San Diego, BPl Foundation executive

IN pursuit of inclusive development in provinces, BPI

" rainforestation and transformational business project.

“We see this partnership will significantly help restore
the ecosystem and consequently bring more rain to increase
agricultural production. This initiative will provide food
security in the area and sustainable, disposable income for
20 families in the identified project site,” San Diego said.

The project brings back the flora and fauna in the
mountain range in Amai Manabilang, which is inhabited by

" settlers of different origins and other smaller ethnic groups.

The main source of livelihood in the area is
farming, mainly crop production. The municipality is
one of the largest corn producers in the province, The
major crops planted in the area include sugarcane,

 corn, soba and buckwheat.

With this partnership, the foundation seeks to
engage local communities to become custodians of
the site by providing them sustainable livelihood
opportunities and becoming their partners in ensuring the
conservation of the reforested area.

Major components of the project include sodil
preparation, family food-security cyde, sustainable
disposable-income component,  rainforestation, - values
and leadership transformation program, and community
development planning.

The project began with sodal preparation and

~ engagement with local leaders, as well as an orientation

and assessment of the community members. a family

* food-security cyde, or 3,500 square meters of shared

farming land for the community’s consumption, was also
established, Technical supportand marketing efforts for the
products of Hineleban Foundation were also strengthened.

This year's rainforestation will follow a natural
succession process that will eventually lead to the planting
of indigenous dipterocarp, oak and select commercial
spedies. Throughout the project’s implementation, meeting
theneeds ofthe community, as well asinstilling stewardship
of different project components, remain essential.

“It has always been our commitment to work with
communities and experts in developing solutions to
create a more sustainable environment for the benefit of
generations to come,” San Diego said.

Established in 1978 as the social development arm of
the Bank of the Philippine Islands, BPI Foundation works
toward improving the social and economic well-being of
the Filipino people'through education, entrepreneurship
and environmental sustainability.

v
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Social ent‘erprise brand

plastlc waste, save seas

By RizAL RAOUL S. REYES ¥ @brownindio / y

Contributor

"UMAN Nature, the country’s
social enterprise brand that
manufactures genuinely

natural products, has joined global
efforts to save the seas from plastic
pollution by opening refilling stations
for its home-care products.

“Home care is one of our fast-
moving lines, and customers have
long been asking for refills because
of the volume of usage. Thisrefilling
system came from severalmonthsof
research, sourcing and prototyping
because we wanted to ensure safety,
traceability and adaptation—that
the system is effective and the cost
isn’t a barrier for scaling up. We are
working with design experts and
social innovators to come up with
a simpler and more scaled down
model for refilling stations that can
be implemented all over the coun-
try,” Human Nature President and
Cofounder Anna Meloto-Wilk said
in an interview.

Human Nature home-care refill-
ing stations are at SM City North
Edsa and its flagship store in Com-
monwealth Avenue.

The co-founder of Human Nature
said thelaunch of therefilling station
is in response to the development of
a holistic approach to the recycling
program,

waste dumped into the oceans
each year

Throughitslatestproject, Human
Nature hopes to educate the behav-
ior of consumers on the importance
of recycling toward sustainability.
“First, you have to clean the bottle
to refill and dry it,” she said.

“In terms of behavior, buy only
what you need. You have to control
your own desires. You will realize
later you accumulated a lot of stuff
and end up not using it. It will later
land in the landfill,” Meloto—Wﬂk
pointed out.

A'2018 article from the Umted
Nations Environment Program,
“Our planet is drowning in plastic
pollution,” noted that 79 percent
of plastics end up in the natural

12M tons

 Estimated quantity of plastic
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env:ronment O&ths p’rop‘oiftmn
‘some 8 to 12 million tons of plastic
waste go into oceans each year.

. And so, Meloto-Wilk said, “if we
continue business as usual, by 2050,
there could be more plastic than fish
in the sea by weight.”

Before launching the initiative,
Meloto-Wilk said, engineers of
Human Nature conducted several
tests to determine the quality of the
bottles. “These are [made of] sturdy
materials and I think you can reuse
several times,” she said. ;

‘Meanwhile, Human Nature is
teaming up with environmental
groups and eco-conscious brands to
callforstandardizedrefillingpolicies
tomakerefillingmorewidelyaccessi-
ble, while ensuring consumersafety.

Currently, because refilling 'is
classified under “filling,” a manu-
facturingactivity, Meloto-Wilksaid,
the implementing rules and regula-
tions of Republic Act 9711, or the

r

Food and Drug dxmmstranon Act
of 2009, make ‘:t highly challeng-
ing for the safe refilling of cosmetic 5

products accessible and available Bk

most Filipino consumers.
According to Meloto-Wilk, the
presence of safe, appropriatelyregu-
lated cosmeticsand home-carerefill-
ing stations that are as accessible as
waterrefillingstations can potential-
ly spark a radical change in the way
people and organizations consume
goods and manage plastic waste.
Human Nature has also formed
an alliance with environmental

“groups such as Save Philippine Seas,

Marine Wildlife Watch of the Philip-
pines, WWE Philippines,and several
more environmental advocacy orga-
nizations and eco-conscious brands
to create safe, sustainable, and ac-
cessible refilling stations to reduce
plastic waste nationwide.
Nevertheless, Meloto-Wilk said,

itisa huge challenge to wean people

)

away fromusingplastics. “Peopleare
s0 attached to plastics because they

are good in protecting food and are
affordable.”

“But we need a way to change the
use of plastic. Instead, we can use it
over ﬁ!d over again so that we can
reduce thevolume of plastict that end
up in our landfill,” she added.

Meloto-Wilk said all Human Na-

ture bottles can be returned to all
_ Metro Manila branches. She added

S r

" Human Nature is working with a

ottles
The pro;ect started on March 30.

- Meloto-Wilk said consumers can |
bring their empty, clean, and dry -

Aoy

‘Hun anﬂaturehome-céfebottles to

X

g:wdmg facﬂlty to repurpose old.‘ |

7 I-fuman Nature SM City North Edsa -

P10 off for every 500 milliliter, 950
ml or 1 liter bottle refilled. _

ThediscountvariesasHuman Na-
ture charges therefillby the gram to
assure thatin case of human error, a
consumerwilljustpayforanyexcess.

Founded in 2008 by Dylan Wilk,
Anna Meloto-Wilk, and Camille
Meloto, Human Nature products
aremadein the Philippinesand free
from harmful chemicals, In 2012,
Human Nature was recognized
by the World Economic Forum’s
Schwab Foundation as a Champi-
on for Social Entrepreneurship: In
2016, Human Nature became the
first Asian brand to receive a Sus-
tainability Pioneer Award from Eco-
via Intelhgence (Organic Monitor),
a globallyrecogmzed think tank for
the organic beauty industry.

 The Blod(, or to the Human Nature
'y '_Fragslnp Storg on Commonwealth
- Avenue, Quezon City, and get up to -

Y,
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the coral reef, 0

nes adopts
r ‘bangkota,

7,

as theme of Expo 2020 Dubal

he Department of Trade

and Industry (DTI) gave a

. sneak preview of the coun-

try's participation in Expo

2020 Dubai set from October
2020 to April 2021.

The Philippines has adopted -

“Bangkota”—the ancient Taga-
log word for coral reef—as its
theme for the Expo.

. The theme focuses on the
country’s natural resources, and
how the Filipinos are like the
coral reefs: they thrive in
colonies throughout the world.

Expo 2020 Dubai is the latest
edition of the World Expo that
started in London in 1851
Dubai’'s ~ 428-hectare  expo
grounds will showcase the
pavilions of 190 countries, in-
cluding the Philippines.

Some 25 million tourists are
expected to visit the pavilions.

The Philippine pavilion will
occupy a 3,000-sqm space with a

1,300-sqm enclosed area. It will
be designed by Budji+Royal Ar-
chitecture+Design and curated
by Marian Roces. It will feature
five exhibits, an arnsanal café
and Go Lokal! stores.

The Philippine exhibit will
be installed permanently in
New Cla):k City, Tarlac, after the
Expo.

“Our most important goal in
participating at the Expo is to
present a country brand that re-
flects our rich history and our
values as caring, compassionate
and creative people,” said Trade
Secretary Ramon Lopez.

Although the Expo is not a
trade fair, Lopez said that the
government's allotted budget of
less than P1 billion will be
earned back through tourism,
trade, services and mvestments
as the DTI will also organize an
investment mission to maxi-
mize the opportunity.

He added that President

Duterte himself was receptive-

to the idea of joining the Expo
because there are around
700,000 Filipinos in the United
Arab Emirates.

Mr. Duterte has issued Ad-
ministrative Order 17 assigning
DTI to lead the Philippine Orga-
nizing Committee (POC) in Expo
2020 Dubai. The POC is also
composed of the Departments

of Tourism, Foreign Affairs,
Science and.

Budget, Labor,
Technology, and Information
and Communications Technol-
ogy. : ‘

Mesh as primary material

DTI Assistant Secretary
Rosvi Gaetos said that Expo
2020 Dubai’s organizers think
that the PH pavilion is “humble,
honest, yet progressive.”

Architect Royal Pineda of
Budji+Royal Architecture+De-
sign said his group used mesh
instead of concrete as primary
material to depict the Philip-
pines truthfully, rather than
compete with the affluence of
the other countries.

Roces curated five main ex-
hibits—“4,000 Years Young”
“Modern Becomes Filipino,” “The
Muslims of the Philippines,” “The
Coraline People” and “Oceans Pa-
cific’—to illustrate the country's
history and culture before the ar-
rival of the Spaniards.

The exhibits seek to change
the world’s mindset about the
Philippines, and the Filipinos’
mindset about themselves.

The POC has set March 16,
2021, as Philippine National Day
to mark the 5ooth anmversary
of Ferdinand Magellan’s arrival
in the country. The event aims
to change the old perspective
that March 16, 1521, was the day
Magellan discovered the Philip-
pines; rather. it was the day the

country dlscovered Magellan
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Expo 2020

- Dubai. Its

. 3000-sq-m

space will
house five
exhibits, an

artisanal café,

and Go Lokal!

stores.

At the sneak
preview, from
left: Budji
Layug, Marian
Roces, Trade 8
. Secretary RSN
Ramon Lopez, §
architect Royal "
Pineda, DT [
- Assistant
Secretary
Rosvi Gaetos,
“and
Undersecretary
Rowel Barba

T

T Rty
b

Mesh, instead of
concrete, will be
used to build the
Philippine pavilion
inspired by the
coral reefs, in the
'Expo 2020 Dubai,
as shown in this
scale model.
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US ambassador vows to protect

PH’s international rights amid new tensions

in the West Phlllppme Sea

AVAQ CITY - The Philippine

government can bank on

the support of the United

States to protectits interna-

tional rights amid the tensions stem-

. ming from the issues over the disputed

%:;t_ Philippine Sea, US Ambassador

to the Philippines Sung Kim said on
 Tuesday.

In a press conference at the Seda

Abreeza Hotel in Davao, Kim under-

scored the need to protect international

rights such as the freedom of navigation

and the freedom of life in light of the

‘recent maritime incident at the Recto :
Bank in the West Philippine Sea where
a Filipino fishing boat was reportedlyr

rammed by a Chinese fishing vessel.

The 22 fishermen aboard the sunk-
en Gem-Ver fishing boat at the Recto
Bank were rescued by a Vietnamese
fishing vessel hours after they were
reportedly rammed and abandoned by
a Chinese fishing vessel.

Kim said the sinking should serve
as a reminder that “there needs to be
a responsible maritime behavior and
activities that are consistent with the

international law” and called on the
Philippine and Chinese governments

to investigate the incident and hold the
responsible party accountable.

- “We believe very strongly that we
all should protect mtbmatmnai rights
like freedom of navigation and freedom
of life. This is why the US Navy has

A

continued to conduct freedom of navi-
gation operations in the South China
Sea.Ithinkitis an 1mportant remmder-
to all concerned including China that
the US will continue to take actions to
protect international rights,” he said.

- He said the US government would
continue to work with the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and
other law ‘enforcement agencies to
“build capacity,” so that the agencies
would be able to deal with these types
of situations more effectively.

“Ithink it is more important to note
that what we’re doing in general is to
work with the Philippine military and
Philippine law enforcement agencies to
build capacity. I am very pleased that we
have such a robust partnership with AFP

including the Coast Guard,” he said.
Citing US Secretary of State Mi-

‘chael R. Pompeo, Kim vowed the US

will protect the Philippines as part of

its commitment under the US-Philip-

pines Mutual Defense Treaty.
- He said any armed attack “agamst

-the Philippine forces, Philippine air-

craft, and Philippine public vessels
will trigger our obligations under the .
Mutual Defense Treaty.” .
“It’s a very important clanﬁcatmn
of our commitments under the Mu-
tual Defense Treaty. And I think that
clarification stands on its own. We are

honestly very committed to the mutuat *

defense treaty through our alliance,
which is our oldest alliance in the pa— ;
cific region,” Kim added.
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SA halip na ang BLAAN TRIBE ang mismong makinabang sa
18,000 ekyaryang lupain sa POLOMOLOC, SOUTH COTABATO
na dapat ay kanilang pag-aari.., tila ang mga ito pa ang nagmistu-
lang dayuhan sa sarili nilang lugar matapos na mamonopolyo ng

mga maiimpluwensiyang personalidad partikular ng DOLE PHIL.

INC. at ng DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM (DAR).
Ito ang naging pagbubunyag ni Attorney-in-fact DATU HILARIO
ABBATUAN sa weekly forum ng BALITAAN SA MAYNILA na

ang moderator dito ay ang veteran broadcaster na si ANGEL

ALMONTE at veteran journalist DAVE VERIDIANO.., na igihiit
ing naturang DATU na ipairal sa kanilang lugar kung ano ang irina-
takda ng batas patungkol sa karapatan ng mga katutubo. 2+
Bunsod nito ay umaapela ang mga BLAAN sa pangunguna ni
DATU ABBATUAN kay PRES. RODRIGO DUTERTE na ang lu-
aing nirerentahan ngayon ng DOLE PHIL INC ay ibalik sa mga
tutubo dahil pagmamay-ari ito ng mga BLAAN TRIBE.
Lumalabas na ang naturang lugar ay inokog: ng DOLE PHIL
INC sa paraang nirerenta ang lupain at nagbabayad ng renta ang
naturang kompanya sa DAR. Ang 18,000 ektaryang lupain ay nire-
renta sa halagang P35,000 kada-ektarya bawat taon.
Libo-libong BLAAN umano ang dapat makinabang sa lupain subalit
42 pamilyang BLAAN lamang ang pinalad na napagkalooban ng
CERTIFICATE OF LAND OWNERéJHIP AWARD (CLOA).
Sa naturang forum ay naihayag ni DATU ABBATUAN na ginawa

na nila ang lahat ng pakikipagkomunikasyon para matulungangan -

sila tulad ng PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-CRIME COMMISSION (PACC);
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURC-
ES (DENR); NATIONAL COMISSION ON INDEGINOUS PEO-
PLE (NCIP); DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND DE-
VELOPMENT (DSWD); DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN RE-
FORM (DAR) at sa lokal na pamahalaan ng SOUTH COTABATO,
subalit walang naging aksiyon sa ilang taon nilang pangangalampag
hinggil sa kanilang ipinaglalaban. T DU igh
Aniya, ang mga IP’s ang dapat na makinabang at maging benipe-

dahil sa puspusan niyang p
‘kaniyang mga katribo ang lahat ng mga karapatang dapat maangkin,

“Kami po ay nagbabayad na ng amilyar sa ingal_lowng*iﬁi;bkupa-
han namin dahil nilagyan.na rin kami ng mga muhon na pinagkon-
tribusyunan pa po naming mga katutubo para lang sa legalidad, pero
sa sitwasyon ngayon ay iilan lamang sa mga Blaan ang sinuwerte na
nagkaroon ng CLOA gayong dapat e lahat ng mga pamipamilyang
Blaan ang dapat na makaukupa sa lugar namin. Ang kaso, dahil sa
manipulasyon ng mga maiimpluwensiya sa probinsiya namin e may-
orya sa mga katutubo ay pinagkaitan ng kanilang mga karapatan,”
pahayag ni DATU ABBATUAN kasunod ang pagpaﬁaahayag nito na
mayroon na siyang natatanggap na pagbabanta sa kaniyang buhay
ikipaglaban para lamang makamit ng

Dapat ang mga GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL ay umaksiyon hing-

-fii dito dahil mayroon tayong batas hiinggil sa karapatan ng mga

atutubo at kung hindi ito mareresolba e baka humantong sa pag-
aalburuto ng mga katutubo at magkaroon na namang muli ng mga

_pag-aalsa sa bahagi ng MINDANAO o sa SOUTH COTABATO.

Natatandaan ko noong panahon ng kampanyahan ay aktibong
nakikipagdayalogo at inaalam ni SENATOR ELECT BONG GO ang
iba’t ibang kinakaharap na problema ng mga katutubo at pinangan-
gakuan naman niya na gagawin niya ang kaniyang kakayahan na
maresolba ang mga problema ng mga katutubo, :

PAGING INCOMING SEN. BONG GO.., sa iyong pag-upo ay
mabigyan mo sana ng panahon na maasistehan ang ipinagialaban ng
BLAAN na nirerepresenta ni DATU ABBATUAN upang magka-
roon ng katiwasayan ang kabuhayan ng mga nasabing katutubo sa
gawi ng POLOMOLOC, SOUT{-I* ‘CI-OTABATO! b

Kung kayo po ay may mga puna o reklamo lalo na sa mga nab

ng ARYA ay maaari kayong mag-email sa irwincorpuz22@gmail.com °

saryo sa ibinabayad na renta ng DOLE PHIL na napupunta sa DAR.

para sa inyong panig o kaya ay magtext sa 09997806557, T



