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‘Unite toflght |

invasive alien
# Y
species in PH"

By Rio N. Arajai‘

SECRETARY Roy Cimatu of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources on Friday called
for convergence to fight invasive alien
species in Asia-Pacific region.

He urged experts and researchers
to work together and come up with
research-based solutions that would
reduce the negative impact of invasive
alien species to biodiversity and the
environment in general.

“] stand firm in promoting
convergence of our research and
development efforts for a sustainable
region-wide management of invasive
alien species,” he said.

“Let us continue with our pursuit
for research-driven strategies and
policies to effectively manage and
conserve biodiversity for the good of
humankind,” he added. -

In a recent international conference
on invasive alien species management
in Manila, DENR underscored the
need for a collective effort to tackle

the invasive alien species that has been

“invading and destroying nature’s

‘ecological balance.”

“These invasive alien species pose
serious  environmental  concerns
and are among the major threats to
biodiversity,” Cimatu said.
~ “They cover a wide gamut of
ecosystems from the terrestrial to
aquatic environments, irreversibly

~ impacting on biodiversity, agriculture

as well as food and water security,” he -
noted. '

Invasive alien species are plants,
animals, ~ pathogens and  other
organisms that are non-native to an
ecosystem, and ~which may cause
economi¢ or environmental harm or
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87% of Filipinos say
assert right to West

‘of 10 or majority of

Filipi
the gov nment to assert its right
to the ds in the West Philip-
pine S@,‘a Social Weather Sta-
l tions survey showed. .

In the special survey conducted
from June 22 to 26, 1,200 re-
spondents were asked about their

opinion on the statement: “The

Philippine government should as-

' sert its right to the islands in the

West Philippine Sea as stipulated

in the 2016 decision of the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration.”

Eighty-seven percent of Filipi-

nos agreed (59 percent agree,

28 percent somewhat agree), five

percent disagreed (two percent

somewhat ag,rée), and nlne per-

ieve it is important for

cent were undecided.

During the survey period, SWS
also asked the statement: “The
government should arrest and
prosecute  Chinese fishermen
causing the destruction of marine

resources in the West Ph:llppme ;

&a n

Eight-seven percent agreed (63
percent strongly agree, 24 percent
somewhat agree), five percent
disagreed (two percent strongly
disagree, three percent somewhat
disagree), and eight percent were
undecided.

Another questions posed- to

the respondents: “How serious is

the government in protecting the
safety of Filipino fishermen in the
West Philippine Sea against for-
eign vessels that threaten their

Etrongly disagree, three percent

v't should
'Sea - SWS

security?”

Seventy-one percent said the
government is serious (35 percent
very serious, 36 percent somewhat
serious), 15 percent said it is not
serious (six percent very serious,
nine percent somewhat serious),
and 14 percent were undecided.

The SWS two days earlier re-
leased the result of a survey that
asked about Filipinos’ opinion on
how important the control of the
islands that China currently occu-
pies in the West Philippine Sea be
given back to the Philippines.

Ninety-three percent of the re-
spondents said it is important that
the Philippines regain control of
the islands occupied by China in
the West Ph!IIpprne Sea. (Ellalyn
Ruiz)
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ALMOST 9 of 10 Filipinos agree that the Philip-
pine government should assert the rights it gar-
nered from the 2016 decision of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration to islands in the South
China Sea (West Philippine Sea), accordingto a
Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey.

The SWS survey, conducted from June 22
to 26, 2019, found that 87 percent agreed on
the stance that the Philippines should take as
a result of the arbitral ruling.

Only 5 percent disagreed, while 9 percent

were undecided.

The survey was released on July 12,
three years after the Philippines won its
maritime case against China over the West

Philippine Sea.

The ruling trashed China's “nine-dash

>RulmgA2

U P HO LD' NG \” CTO RY As the Philippmes marked the
third anniversary of its landmark victory at The Hague- -based Permanent Court of
Arbitration invalidating China’s claim to the South China Sea, a protester holds a
banner asserting the country’s rights over the territory. PHOTO BY ENRIQUE
AGCAOILI

I

# RULING FROM A1

Sea row: Most Filipinos

claim” to the entire WPS, granting
#the Philippines sovereignty over
parts of the disputed waters.

It also declared that Filipino
fishermen should enjoy fishing
rights at the Panatag Shoal and
that the Spratly Islands, as well as
‘the Panganiban (Mischief) Reef,
Ayungin (Second Thomas) Shoal
and Recto Bank are all within the
exclusive economic zone of the
Philippines.

Since his presidency, Rodrigo
Duterte has taken a visibly softer
" stand in the row with China com-

men in the West Philippine Sea.

Fifteen percent said the govern-
ment was not serious, while the
remaining 15 percent, completely
rounded, were undecided.

The survey was conducted
among 1,200 Filipinos aged 18
years and above.

It had sampling error margins

of +3 percent for national percent-
ages and +6 percent each for Metro
Manila, Balance of Luzon, Vlsayas
and Mindanao.

The survey came roughly a

month after 22 Filipino fishermen

pared to his predecessor, Bemgno ; ‘were abandoned at the West Phil-

Aquino 3id. LY A AP

Later, however, Duterte decided
to set aside the victory and said he
‘would only assert the ruling at one
point during his term.

The same SWS survey also
found that the same number of
Filipinos want Chinese fishermen
who destroy marine resources to
be arrested.

Five percent disagreed, while
the remaining 8 percent were
undecided.

The survey foud}.ﬁdir
percent of Filipinos “believe that
the government is serious in pro-
tecting the safety of Filipino fisher-

*ippine Sea after a Chinese vessel

‘rammed their fishing boat.
The Filipinos were saved by
Vietnamese fishermen.

Duterte drew the ire of the op- -

position after dismissing it as a
“little maritime accident.”

He said he would not ask Chi-
nese fishermen not to fish in the

Philippine exclusive economic
. zone because “we are friends.”

.The Duterte administration, ac-

r.‘{,g,w cord,lag to Supreme Court Senior

e Justice Antonio Carpio,
has done “absolutely nothing” in
enforcing the arbitral award.

“A claim that enforcing the arbi-

tral award means going to war with
China, a war that the Philippines
will surely lose, is an utterly false
claim designed to intimidate the
Filipino people to submit to the
will of China,” Carpio, along with
former Foreign Affairs secretary Al-
bert del Rosario, said on Friday in
a speech at the Albert del Rosario
Institute Stratebase forum on the
- West Philippine Sea in Taguig City.

He added that going to war with
China violates provisions of the
1935, 1937 and 1987 Constitutions.

Declaring a war with China,
Carpio said, also violates inter-
national laws under the United
Nations charter, and any act of
aggression will hold leaders of

“aggressor states liable as indicated

under the Rome Statute, which
established the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

He explained that the act of
aggression may be referred by the
LIN Security Council to the ICC,
which can assume jurisdiction
over a state, regardless if that na-
tion withdrew itself as signatory to
the Rome Statute,

Manila’s withdrawal from the.

1CC took effect in March this year,

country was “never” a part of the
Rome Statute.

“It is obvious that the only put-
pose of raising a specter of war is to
scare the Filipino people to submit
to China,” Carpio said.

Del Rosario, meanwhile,
pointed out that the Philippine
government under Duterte has
“persisted” in allowing Beijing to
“deprive” Filipinos of what the
country owns by continuing to
shelve the arbitral ruling.

“We are still succumbing
to threats of force including
a threat of war,” he said in a
separate speech. ;

The former chief dlplomat cited
Amitav Acharya of the American
University, who said sparking a
war would also be inconvenient
for China.

“[China’s| economy is heavily
reliant.on global trade, includ-

ing its fuel supply, which needs

open shipping lanes such as the
Malacca Strait and the Indian
Ocean which are dominated by
the United States’ naval power,”
del Rosario said.

“With the recent clearer security
 guarantee definition provided by
even when the Phllrppmes was " the US, it may not be necessary

part of the drafters of the Rome - therefore to shrink to China’s

Statute that was adopted in 1988.
~ Malacanang spokesman Salva-
dor Panelo even insisted that the

threat of war,” he added.
RALPH U.VILLANUEVA
AND DEMPSEY REYES
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B clefemls members

in kallkasan petition

In a statement on Fﬂday,- ,

By Dona z. Pazzlbugan
@dpazmbuganINQ

The Integrated Bar of the

Philippines (IBP) vouched for .

the integrity of the lawyers
who helped a group of fisher-
men in Palawan and Zambales
provinces in asking the
Supreme Court to order the
government to protect them
against China’s incursion into
Philippine waters and the re-
sulting

pine Sea.

The IBP. counsels, led by hu- #
man rights lawyer Chel Diokno,

were caught flat-footed during
oral arguments on July 9 when
Solicitor General Jose Calida
cited sworn statements from

19 of the fishermen disavowing i

the petition for a writ of ka-

likasan that was filed on their :

behalf in Apnl

Proceedings suspended

The Supreme Court sus-
pended furr.her pmceedmgs and
gave both sides until this week
to state their next legal move.

‘Malacafiang on Thursday
accused Diokno of manipulat- -

ing the fishermen into making
the petition, which would have

the effect of compelling the

s ey SRR

environmental de-
struction in the West Philip-

Domingo Cayosa —IBP.PH

govemment to enforce the 2016
arbitral courtruhng against Chi-

na’s claim over the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
in the West Philippine Sea.

Full consent, knowledge
Diokno, on the other hand,
maintained that the fishermen

‘petitioned for a writ of ka-

likasan “with full knowledge
and consent, because all they
want is to fish in our own seas
and to earn enough to support
their families.”

He accused the government
of committing a breach of legal
ethics for having a Philippine
Navy lawyer secretly talk” to
their chents

R s

IBP nationalpresndent Domingo

Cayosa said the organization
“stands firmly with the fisher-
men, IBP chapters and the
lawyers involved in the petition
for a writ of kalikasan filed be-
fore the Supreme Court.”
Cayosa added that the IBP
“advocates for the enforce-
ment of environmental laws,
protection of the rights and

welfare of fisherfolk, and se-

curing the territory and patri-
mony of our country in the

~ West Philippine Sea.”

Time to confer
Disputing Calida’s claim
that both parties will jointly
ask the Supreme Court to dis-

miss the writ of kalikasan peti- -

tion, Cayosa said the fisher-

men’s lawyers would instead

ask the tribunal for time to talk
to their clients before taking
their next step.

“Considering the new alle— _

gations by the Office of the So-
licitor General, the handling
lawyers will request the Sup-
reme Court for time to confer
with the fishermen in Zam-
bales and in Palawan so that

they can more appropriately
act on the developments in the

case,” Cayosa said. INQ
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IBP wants talk
with fishermen

The Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) will

ask the Supreme Gomt(SG)toglveus]awyerstlme
to speak with the Palawan and Zambales fishermen

wlweuherﬁledapeﬁﬁontoomnpe}thegovenmem
to protect the West Philippine Sea.

The development came after Solicitor General
Jose Calida said that the fishermen had disowned
the“&itofKalikasanpleawheretheywere Mmed
petitioners.

In a statement, IBP President Domingo Egon
Cayosa said IBPstandsfhmemthﬂm fishermen
and the lawyers involved in the petition.

The IBP also said the handling lawyers will ask
the Court for time to confer with the fishermen
so that they can act “more appropriately” on the
development in the case.

On Tuesday, Calida claimed that the 19 fishermen
who were named as petitioners in the environmental
suit executed an affidavit manifesting their desire to -
‘withdraw from the plea as they do not supportﬂle
filing of the petition.

In its statement, the IBP said the -
handling ]myers will ask the Court for
time to confer with the fishermen so
that they can act “more appropriately”
on the development in the case.

The submission of the fishermen'’s affidavit was
objected by Chel Diokno, one of the fishermen’s
lawyers, saying the government bypassed the
petitioners’ lawyers by obtaining their statements,
violating legal ethics.

Beewseofﬂlerevalnﬁnn,meoraiargumem‘sm
the case was suspended; Chief Justice Lucas Bersamin
called the parties instead to a closed-door conference.

- Calida after emerging from the meeting claimed
the government and the petitioners’ lawyers agreed
that the case be dismissed but Diokno said they will
file a joint motion updaﬂng the Gourt as to their
next move.

Through the Writ of Kalikasm, the peﬁtionars
asked the SC to order the Duterte administration
to pemmnently stop “neglecting the performance
of their duties in violation of environmental laws”
‘and protect the resources h\Pamtag Shoal, Ayungin
Shoal and Panganiban Reef.

According to the peﬁﬂonem, Chinese fishermen
and vessels have been harvesting endangered
species and using cyanide and dynamite in Panatag
and Ayungin Shoals and constructing activities in
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South China Sea: Freedom of nav_igiat‘ic)h' |

Vs ste

pped-up artificial

i E South China Sea is a mar-

ginal sea that is part of the Pacific
Ocean, encompassing an area from the
Singapore and Malacca Straits to the
Strait of Taiwan of around 3,500,000

 square kilometers.” Thousands of com-

mercial vessels pass through the SCS
carrying some $5 trillion worth of goods
ayear, The center of dispute is the Spratly
Islands area. China’s unilaterally de-
clared “nine-dash-line” ownership of the
SCS overlaps with the competing claims
of some Asian countries. \
China’s leaders have never been
clear about the exact location of the
“nine-dash-line,” or about whether
their claims refer only to certain land
features, or also to more extensive
continental shelves and seas. The usual
formal answer is China inherited his-

' torical claims, including a map from

the Nationalist period that sketches a
“nine-dash-line” encompassing virtu-
ally the entire SCS.

Be it noted that the United States has
maintained a neutral position on terri-
torial issues in the South China Sea, in-

_cluding China's reclamation activities in

the Spratlys which are claimed by Brunei
Darussalam, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Vietnam and Taiwan. Washington, how-
ever, has taken issue with Beijing's claims
on the waters surrounding China’s man-
made land features in the SCS.

The US declared in 1995 and 2010 ,'

that the waters of the South China Sea

should be governed by the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea. (The

US has not ratified the Unclos.)
Against the aforementioned back-

drop on tensions in the region over

conflicting maritime territorial claims

' and China’s reclamation efforts in

relation to these claims, is the regular
conduct of freedom of navigation
operations by the US in the SCS in ac-
cordance with international law. -
‘Pursuance of freedom of navigation
(FON) by navies have occurred fairly
routinely around the world in accor-
dance with internationally recognized

islaq_d activities

~ AMBASSADORS
CORNER

AMADO S.
TOLENTINO, JR.

T R I e

systems of rules and norms. And, accord-

ingto the US Navy, if there are challenges

to those rules and norms; they will do
the FON operations to make sure a re-
sponse is made to a challenge.

Actually, the US Navy's freedom of
navigation operations in the SCS are not
new occurrences. Active FON operations,
however, started only in 2015 after China
conducted dredging and reclamation ac-
tivities on a number of disputed features
in areas where there are overlapping ter-

_ritorial claims. That was the time when -

China transformed the Subi Reef into an

~ artificial island equipped with an airfield
and military outposts for providing mari-
‘time security and assistance to search-and-

rescue operations. Such an effort can be
interpreted as a move to increase China's
maritime rights in the area, However,
despite operating clear of the 12 nautical
mile limit of Chinese-occupied features,
Washington has always maintained it
does not recognize any territorial sea limit
around artificially created islands.
Transformation of the Subi Reef was
followed by construction in the Cuar-
teron Reef in 2016 where structures
now consist of, among athers, sensor
installations and an antenna farm.
Last year, "convulsions" in the

V'SCS revolved around China’s instal-
lation of anti-ship cruise missiles

and surface-to-air missiles on three
outposts in the disputed SCS which
poses security concerns for the entire
region. Whoever traverses those areas
are well within China's missile range.
Additionally, the Chinese air force's
nuclear-capable bombers have landed
for the first time on one of the islands
in the contested waters.
Simultaneous political and military

posturings by territorial claimants con-

tinue in the SCS. The situation has raised

ook |
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serious concerns from Japan, India, Aus-
tralia, France, the UK and the US,

Recent years have seen an Asian
thrust towards strengthening national
navies drawn more by the fact that
the People’s Liberation Army Navy
of China has been rapidly increasing
in size that there is no other way ex-
cept for the other navies operating in
the Asia-Pacific region to strengthen
strategic partnerships in response.
Combined multinational exercises are
now in place to improve professional-
ism, develop exchange experiences and
draw lessons from fellow navies.

In early May 2019, a Philippine Navy
patrol ship with US, Japan and Indian
warships conducted a quadrilateral co-
operative naval drill in the SCS high-
lighting the fact of cooperation among
the four countries’ navies. Likewise,
countries have also committed to mul-
tilateral defense and diplomacy forums
to enhance capabilities. One such is the
Asean Plus Defense Ministers’ Meeting
(the plus being Australia, China, India,
Japan South Korea, New Zealand and

the US. Reportedly, Chinese Coast Guard -

surveillance ships were noticed shadow-
ing the participants’ vessels during the
maritime capability exercise.
China’s defense ministry strongly
criticized extra-regional navies operating
in the SCS even as it announced a series

of military drills in the disputed region. -

“The problem is that in recent years,
some countries outside the region come

. to the South China Sea to flex muscles

in the name of freedom of navigation.
The large-scale force projection and of-
fensive operations in the region are the
most destabilizing and uncertain factors

in the South China Sea,” said Gen. Wei

Fenghe at the annual security conference
known as the Shangri-la Dialogue in
Singapore in June. o

At the same meeting, the French
Navy and the UK Royal Navy ex-
pressed interest to be more involved
operationally in the SCS. France even

;called upon fellow European coun-

ries to increase their naval presence
in the Asia-Pacific region, apparently
directing the comment at Beijings’s

4]

significantly stepped-up artificial
island-building activities in the SCS.

In fact, a report was publlshed in
the China Military Online website on
April 1 to the effect that China has
introduced a “new system to defend

islands and reefs in the South China

Sea.” The report identifies two types
of unmanned floating platforms that
form part of an “information network
node systém” and are important fori is-
land reef construction and protectlon-

In the aftermath of the ramming of
Flhpmo fishing boat Gem-Veron June 9

(ironically, the date had been designated
 Filipino-Chinese Friendship Day by
 Presidential Proclamation 148 in 2002),

within the exchusive economic zone of
the Philippines, someone thoughtﬁﬂly

remarked, “Is it right for a country to

claim the South China Sea?” Indeed, can

 one state arrogate unto itself nearly the

entire marginal sea which forms part of

the huge and vast Pacific Ocean?
With China rising in terms of land and

naval strategy and operations, pressing

 on towards Asian hegemony, could there

‘be truth to the saying that “if you want
peace, prepare for war"? Too alarmist?

' Be that as it may, perhaps the safest

is to say, it is time for all countries to.

remember Winston Churchill s famous

.advice, “To jaw- ]aw is always better :

- go...

than to war—war

A de]egaté to the 3rd .Phiﬁppine Con-

stitutional Convention, the author

served as a member of its eight-man
committee on national territory. The
committee is credited for the provision
which says: “The Philippine territory
comprises the thhppme archipela-

to the Philippines ‘by historic right or
legal title, referring to Sabah and the

Kalayaan Island Group in the Smt]ys

‘He served as Philippine ambassador to

Papua New Guinea and Qatar.

and all other territories belonging

\3&39, v
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CHEST OUT FORSOVEREIGNTY A protester stands outside the Chinese consula{e

in Makati City during a rally on Friday marking the third anniversary of The

e

~ o~

Hague arbitral tribunal ruling that rejected Beijing’s expansive claims in the South China Sea, in a landmark case brought by Manila in 2013, —Lyn iLLon
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‘EXGLUDE ANGESTRAL LANDS FROM DEFAULT ASSETS IN CHINA LOAN DEAL

BAGUIO CITY—Ancestral lands
used for the Chico River Pump
[rrigation Project must be spared
from assets that could be confis-
cated under a China loan deal in
case the country defaults in pay-
ment, members of the Cordillera
Regional Development Council
(RDC) said on Friday.

They met to address the im-
plications on Kalinga communal
lands of the P3.6-billion loan
which the government took from
the China Eximbank to finance the
controversidl irrigation project.

The project would draw wa-
ter from the Chico River to 7,500
hectares of farms in Tuao and Pi-
at towns in Cagayan province.
Only 1170 ha of farms in
Pinukpuk town, Kalinga province,
are entitled to the same service
despite the fact that the river's
headwaters lie in the Cordillera.

Irrigation tunnels are being
put up along riverside villages
in Pinukpuk by a Chinese con-
tractor. A certificate precondi-
tion, which stipulates that an-
cestral domain owners have al-
lowed the government to pro-
ceed with the project on com-
munal property, was granted to

CORDILLERA OFFICIALS ADDRESS IMPLICATIONS OF CHICO IRRIGATION PROJECT

LIFEGIVER Chico River, which is being harnessed to irrig

ot i

ate Cagayan farms, is where people wash,

frolic or fish in Mountain Province. The powerful river's headwaters are in the Cordillera. —ev espiriTu

the National Irrigation Admin-
istration (NIA) on May 23.

Challenged

But the project’s loan agree-
ment had been challenged in
the Supreme Court for allegedly
onerous terms that would allow
China to take any Philippine as-
set in case the government de-
faults in payment.

The lawsuit, filed by lawyer

Neri Colmenares and members
of the Makabayan bloc in the
House of Representatives, said:

“A dangerous component of
the [Eximbank loan agreement]
is a.vaguely worded provision
that does not recognize our
sovereign rights and could al-
low China to take control of our
patrimonial properties should
we fail to pay the loan.

“It provides that any dispute

such as a delay or default in
payment shall be resolved by
the China International Eco-
nomic and Trade Arbitration
Commission and shall be gov-
erned by the laws of China.”

Nontransferable
Using Colmenares’ argument,
China could seize any asset, in-
cluding the Chico pump facility
in ancestral lands in Pinukpuk,

according to  Baguio-based
lawyer Cheryl Daytec-Yangot, a
former assistant secretary of the
Department of Justice.
“Ancestral domains are col-
lectively owned by indigenous
peoples and are nontransfer-
able,” Yangot told a meeting of
the RDC committees on indige-
nous peoples and infrastructure.
She said the government's
counterargument is that the
terms are no different from
what a bank normally sets for
potential creditors, “who may
take it or leave it.” She said the
government has guaranteed that
it could not renege on the loan.
Details about the loan and its
implication on the domain were
not presented to Kalinga resi-
dents when the irrigation project
was first discussed with them so
NIA could obtain their free, in-
formed and prior consent, said
lawyer Roland Calde, Cordillera
director of the National Com-
mission on Indigenous Peoples.
“Issues about the loan only
surfaced after Colmenares filed
the case in the Supreme Court,”
said Calde, who chaired the
meeting. —VvINCENT CABREZA INQ
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Strlke team to stop importation of garbage

attment ‘of Finance said

Sec CaxostminguezIIIhasdl-
rected Commissioner Rey Leonar-
do Guerrero of the Bureau of Cus-
toms to look into the creation of a
special strike team within the agen-
cy to guard against the entry of
waste mater that other coun-
tries are attempting to dump in the

country

‘In a state:qent, Dén:unguez is-
sued the directive during a recent
DoF Executive Committee mee
after Guerrero teported that he ha
called on his counterparts in the

~ Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions to strengthen the law enforce-

‘ment capabilities of the organiza-

tlon s member-states not only in the'

ampaign against drug trafficking,

but
beingad
- ous materi
 Guerrero said his fellow customs
officials from the ASEAN member-
_ states reacted posmvely ‘to his pro-

- posal.
Inresponse, Dommguez said: “Tt's

time we put up something like an -
environmental unit in the Customs

(bureau) to really act on this garbage

pdssuelt s
- Guerrero alsotold Dommguez that

other ASEAN member-states have '

mpreven ting theregion from -
ai;;‘mggroum:lfcu‘ha:mrd

: conwnersofu-ashdum
‘six years ago.

thanked the Philippines durin
- 28th meeti: tﬂe lﬁrec
tors-Gen of Customs held at the

Lao Republic for setting the example
in the region when President Duterte
stood at in his decision to ‘compel

to immediately repatriate 69
mMamla

* After Canada failed to meet the
ongmalMay 15 deadline set by Pres-

-1dent Duterte for the return of the

wastes, the government re-

ed its ambassador and consuls o

" Canada to demonstrate its “dimin-

ished diplomatic relahons" with the
North American country.
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B MOBILITY FROM B1

Will we

and lung cancer are on the rise.
The dominant source of out-

door air pollution are motor

vehicles. In Metro Manila, the

| Department of Environment and
. Natural Resources (DENR) calcu-

lated that motor vehicles account
for about 88 percent of harmful

emissions. Not surprising, given

that the population of motor ve-
hicles has grown at a rapid pace,
congestion has worsened, and
there are more vehicles stuck in
traffic every day, burning fuel.
What is worrisome is that many
more commuters are spending
prolonged periods of time on
highly polluted transport cor-
ridors (e.g., EDSA, Taft Avenue,
Shaw Boulevard), waiting in
queues or trying to catch rides at
overcrowded bus or jeepney stops.
Because smoke-belching buses
and jeepneys are major sources
of pollutants, the passengers who
step in and out of these vehicles
are also the most exposed.
Unhealthy air all around us
provides additional motivation

for people to prefer a private mo-

tor vehicle. There is the mistaken
assumption that one can escape
pollution by being inside an air-
conditioned car. Partly for this
reason, many commuters would
like to buy a caras soon as they can
afford to. The sad consequence
is more traffic congestion and
-heavier air pollution for all.

How do we win the battle for
clean air? First, we should invest
aggressively in low-emission mo-
bility options. This means creat-
ing the conditions sa that people
prefer to travel by walking, cycling
or public transport, instead of in
a private car.

The more walking or cycling

we do for our daily travel, the -

better for our environment and
for our health. In the end, we are
all pedestrians. Investments in
proper sidewalks, street lighting,
and networks of protected bi-

cycle lanes are relatively low-cost,
quick to implement, pro-poor
and highly-visible. If newly-
elected mayors are looking for

projects that can be delivered

within their three-year terms,
these are examples of inclusive
infrastructure with high impact.

At the same time, more and
better public transport is needed
in all urban areas. To raise the
quality of public transport, ser-
vices should allow easy transfers
to different modes, and capac-
ity should exceed travel demand.
Mass transit (trains, bus rapid
transit, etc.) should be available
on high-volume corridors. The
supply of public transport should
be “abundant” so that commuters
do not have to compete to get on

- a bus or train. The challenge is to

raise the adequacy, convenience
and reliability of public transport
so that it becomes the preferred
option, even for those who own
private motor vehicles.

We need to review and revise the

composition of our national and’

local government budgets so that
we move away from spending that
promotes motor vehicle use while
increasing the allocations that
support public transport, walking
and cycling.

Second, we need to have a
motor vehicle inspection sys-
tem with high integrity. Our
emissions standards make no
sense unless the motor vehicle
inspection system keeps unsafe
and polluting vehicles off our
roads. . The recommendation
of many experts is to have

" an automated inspection and

emissions-testing system so that
nothing is left to human discre-
tion, Governance arrangements
should ensure that such systems
operate in a rigorous and fully
transparent manner, with mea-
sures that prevent tampering
of results. Establishing such a
system on a nationwide basis
should be one of the top priori-
ties for the second half of the
Duterte administration,

The current emissions standard

. fbr new public utility vehicles

(PUVs) is EURO IV or better. We

should consider raising this mini- -

mum standard in the coming years
to EURO VI, in line with global
best practices. Some countries
have set a goal of having a fully-
electriczero-emission public trans-
port fleet within the next decade;
the Philippines should declare a

similar goal in its long-term vision.

Third, we need to accelerate
the modernization of buses and
jeepneys to replace old, highly
polluting vehicles, The PUV Mod-
ernization Program or PUVMP was
launched over two years ago, but
now needs to make much faster
progress. To reduce the number
of polluting PUVs, the Department
of Transportation (DOTr) needs
more budget, more program staff,
more technical assistance and
more implementation support.
To address DOTY's capacity and
financing gaps, external funding
and technical assistance should
be considered.

We need to see DOTr push the
PUVMP with the same intensity that
ithas applied to the rail and aviation

sectors. With some 200,000 old

jeepneys (plus over 10,000 old bus-
es) to replace, DOTr should aim for
at least 50 percent accomplishment
before the end of the Duterte
administration. On high-volume
corridors, where jeepneys are to
be replaced by buses, jeepney
operators should consolidate to

become bus operators.

Today, the subsidy offered by
DOTt for replacing an old jeepney

unit stands at P80,000, which is ;

small compared to the cost of a
new vehicle. This low subsidy is

one of the factors why some in .

the industry remain lukewarm or
skeptical about the program, If
the subsidy for surrendering old,
polluting jeepneys is increased,
much of the opposition to the
program will dissolve; the addi-
tional financial inducement will
facilitate consolidation of the
many small operators and enable
transformation to a new industry
business model. PUVs on every

P2

route operating as one team, free
of on-street competition, drivers
on fixed salary and benefits, and
vehicles operating in a coordinated
manner to respond to changes
in demand. The benefits for the
commuting public, including for
workers in the transport industry,
will far outweigh the budgetary
cost for the subsidy.

For the sake of argument, rais-
ing the subsidy to P500,000 per
jeepney will require a budget of
P100 billion to cover the subsidy
for 200,000 jeepneys, benefit-
ting tens of millions of Filipinos
nationwide with cleaner air and
higher quality public transport. If
the government is willing to spend
P360 billion for the urgently-need-

.ed Metro Manila Subway (capacity

400,000 passengers daily), there
should be no issue with spending
P100 billion to benefit over 40
million jeepney passengers daily.

Will Filipinos ever enjoy clean
air? Because motor vehicles are
the major source of air pollution
in Philippine cities, our quest
for clean air needs to focus on
the transport sector. The key
player here is DOTr, rather than
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).
What provides optimism is the
fact that the strongest advocate
for clean air in DOTr is Secretary
Arthur P. Tugade.

Secretary Tugade often tells the
story of losing his son, Perry, only
12 years old at the time, to asthma,
because the air quality was so bad.
Secretary Tugade is keenly aware of
the link between air pollution and
premature death. His strongest
motivation for being in the public
service is to make sure that Filipi-
nos will not have to suffer the same
loss that he did. This tells me that
we can count on Secretary Tugade
to find the best way forward.

Robert Y. Siy is a development
economist, city and regional plan-

‘ner, and public transport advocate.

He can be reached at mobilitymat-
ters.ph@yahoo.com or followed
on Twitter @RobertRsiy
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ngat may hit lowest

BY DIVINA NOVA JOY DELA CRU

E water level at Angat Dam may
hit an all time low if there will be
no significant rainfall in the next

two weeks, according to the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical

Services Administration (Pagasa).

level in July’

over the area that’s why it has been
dropping),” Pagasa hydrologist
Adelaida Duran said.

“Ngayon, yung forecast state-
ment po for the next few weeks
ay hindi masyadong maulan kaya
yung trend niya ‘talaga ay pababa

(Not much rain is expected in the

forecast statement for the next few
weeks so that trend is declining),”
Duran added.

Pagasa said the water level at

Angat had further declined on Fri-

_ dayto 159.69 meters, a 0.24-meter

 drop from the previous day due to
" the “monsoon break.”

“Starting ngJuly 6, hindi na tayo

nagkaroon ng pag-ulan doon sa
area kaya po yung dam natin ay
bumababa siya (Starting July 6,
we didn't have [significant] rains

She further said that if the trend

continues, Angat could still hit its
lowest level ever.

“Kung wala po talaga tayong

_ mararanasan na pag-ulan by the

end of the month so yung baba
po niya na 0.30 [meters}, 10 days
lang po siya, ilan na yung pagbaba
niya, so maaari po siyang abutin (It
could hit the record-low level in
10 days if there will be no rains by
the end of the month as the aver-
age daily drop is at 0.30 meters)
Duran said.

She said the climatological .

rainfall forecast for July is below

‘normal, while near normal to

normal rainfall is still expected in

" August and October.

Pagasa is currently monitoring
a low pressure area outside the

Philippine area of responsibility

(PAR), which, could possibly de-
velop into a tropical depression
and will be named “Falcon.” It

was last spotted at 2,025 east of .

Davao City as of 8 a.m. on Friday
and is expected to enter the PAR ont
Sunday or Monday but s unlikely
to make landfall.

Duran, however, said that
even if it might develop into a
tropical depression, there was no
guarantee it would raise Angats
water level.

“Ang expectation natin, pag
may bagyo, tataas na yunglevel

ng ating mga dam, so hindi po

ganon. Kung dumaan po ‘yung
bagyo o ‘yung rainbands niya
doon 'sa area at naka-receive
ng rainfall ‘yung watershed na
‘yun, meron pong posibilidad
na tumaas yung level. (Our
expectation is that the water

~ level would increase if there is

a tropical cyclone, but it is not
always the case. If the tropical

‘cyclone or its rainbands pass

by the area and the watershed
receives rainfall, there isa pos-
sibility that it would increase),”
Duran explained.
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96-97% af Manila
~ Water customers
~enjoy 16 hours
\ of water supply
. daily - Dela Cruz

About 99.9 percent pf the seven mil-
lion customers of Water are get-
ting at least eight hours of water every
day, despite the limited water supply in
Metro Manila and nearby areas, Manila

~ Water president and CEO Ferdinand
Dela Cruz revealed Friday.

About 96-97 percent of Manila Wa-
ter customers: enjoy 16 hours of water ,
supply every day, vqhile 93-94 percent 7
receive 24 hours of Water each day, he :
added.

“Our average water availability is

% about 23.4 hours,” he added.
: From 150 million liters per day (mld)
of deficit last March, Manila Water has
a deficit of almost 350 MLD since June
- 22 when the National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) reduced its allo-
cation for domestic use in Metro P 7

e
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96-97% of Manila...

Mapila from Angat Dam.

NWRB had earlier said it is main-
taining the 36 cubic meters per second
(cms) or around 3.1 billion liters per
day allocation until end of July. This is
for distribution by Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System (MWSS) to
its water concessionaires Manila Water
and Maynilad.

As of Friday, Angat Dam’s water lev-
el remains below its 160-meter critical
level. It further dipped to 159.69 meters
from Thursday’s 159.93 meters.

Despite the dwindling level at Angat
Dam, Manila Water said it has narrowed
the supply gap with the increase in pro-
duction in its Cardona Water Treatment
Plant in Rizal, rehabilitation of existing
deep wells and construction of new
wells across the east zone concession,
and efficient reduction of its systems
loss or non-revenue water.

Dela Cruz said Manila Water started
to accept new water service connection
applications this week, afterit was sus-

pended last March due to water supply

shortage.

There are roughly 2,000 pending
applications, which are mostly for do-
mestic use. '

“This week, we started entertain-
ing applications. Also, we are now in
the process of clearing that backlog,”
he said. .

However, the new applications,
Dela Cruz pointed out are “subject to
evaluation of the supply situation in
the area.”

“We ask our customers to sign a
waiver because everyone is aware of
the current water situation.

Three strong typhoons

Speaking to Manila Bulletin, Dela
Cruz said as long as there ares no new
water sources and there's not enough
rains filling the major dams, Metro
Manila — home to more than 12 million
people — will continue to suffer from

rotational and even longer water inter-

_ruption.

"We need three strong typhoons to
fill Angat," Dela Cruz said. That, or an
Ondoy-like typhoon, which was one of
the worst natural disasters to hit the
Philippines in history.

To appeal to the heavens for rain,
Dela Cruz said they have been recit-
ing the “Oratio Imperata” (obligatory
prayer for a grave need) daily at 8 a.m.
at the Manila Water offices since March

. when water supply started to dwindle.

Metro Manila gets its water supply
from the Angat-Ipo-La Mesa water
system. Angat Dam currently supplies

97 percent of Metro Manila’s water ©

needs, releasing about 4 million liters
of water per day. -

~ Ofthis, Manila Water gets an alloca-
tion of 1,600 mld, while West Zone con-
cessionaire Maynilad Water Services,
Inc. is allowed to get the rest or about
2,400 mld.

Dela Cruz said that even if the situa-
tion in Angat Dam stabilizes in Septem-
ber as forecasted by government, the
fact remains that that the metropolis
is now at the mercy of how much rains
will hit the areas where the aging dams
are situated.

He blamed this to growing popula-
tion, climate change, and the lack of new
water sources.

Right now; the MWSS isfast- -tracking

* the development of new water sources

including the188 mld Sumag; 50 mld
Rizal Wellfield; 80 mld Calawis Wawa;
100 mld Putatan 3; 250 mld Lower Ipo;
420 mld Wawa Dam; 250 mld East Bay;
350 mld Bayabas Dam; 550 mld Angat

Marzagaray Phase 2; 250 mld East Bay;

750 mld Sierra Madre; and 1,800 mld
Kanan River Phase 1.
: Volatile situation

But, all of these projects wouldn't

* come on-line until the latter part of 2020

until 2027.
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There is also 600 mld Kaliwa Dam
project, whose implementation began in
2017 but is still pending due to environ-
ment-related issues. This is expected
to be completed in 2023.

As for Manila Water, which is cur-
rently having its "worst year so far;" the
company said it has nearly completed
its recovery efforts from the supply
deficit lt experienced beginning in.
March 2019.

As of last week, the Cardona WTP
was already producing up to 63 mld and
the total yield from all operational deep
wells has reaclied 58 mld.

Starting from a 150 mld of deficit last
March to almost 350 mld in late June
— when the NWRB reduced its alloca-
tion for domestic use in Metro Manila
from Angat Dam — the company said
it has successfully narrowed the sup-
ply gap with increased production in
its Cardona Water Treatment (WTP)
Plant in Rizal. '

Then the company also rehabili-
tated existing deep wells and construe-
tion of new wells across the East Zone,
while reducing its systems loss or Non-
Revenue Water (NRW). «

Moreover, from an average of 12

percent NRW from late last year to |

early this year, it has been reduced to
7.5 percent in June 2019.

“With an average production of
1,500 mld, the 4.5 percent improvement
in NRW translated to almost 70 mld
volume of water which we can use to
help to bridge the deficit,” said Manila
Water Chief Operating Officer Abelardo
P, Basilio.

“While we have increased our ef-
ficiencies and the technical solutions
we have put in place are ensuring we
are able to distribute the still-limited
supply as equitably as we can, we

_cannot rest and let our guard down.

The water supply situation remains
volatile and continue to change day
to day as Angat, Ipo and La Mesa
Dams remain in sub-ideal levels,”
he added.
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Water firms cheat public,

Plunder urged on Manila Water, Maynilad

Actually when
Singapore was
rehabilitating its water
ways, it took them
about 10 years

By Chito Lozada

Water concessionaires Manila
Water and Maynilad have been

hoodwinking consumers.

“duping” consumers for a long
time since both do not have
water treatment facilities but
collect fees for these through the
monthly bills.

In an exclusive pre-State of
the Nation Address interview
with the Daily Tribune,
President Rodrigo Duterte said
that the public can even sue both
private firms for “plunder” since

4.

they have been collecting fees for
services that they do not provide.

“There are several buildings
along Pasig River, fronting it and
back, we have to ask everybody
to provide a new system of
sewerage so that they can collect
the water and go to big pipes that
would run to the water treatment
facilities,” Mr. Duterte said.

He noted that this is a critical

Fools’ row Water services in Metro Manila do not impress the President who said the private concessionaires have been

need since even water from
the canals will go there,
The President, how
conceded it may take time
the country to have an

Turn to page A2
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Bagulo gets green
project proposals

- BAGUIO CITY: Mayor Benjamin
Magalong welcomed offers to conduct
feasibility studies on new tech-
nologies managing solid and liquid
wastes, two of the Summer Capital’s
pressing concerns.

Magalong last week gave the go sig-

nal for studies to determine the viability

of two proposed technologies: the first
from Japanese company Toyo Energy
Solution Co. Ltd. for a waste-to-energy

system of disposing the city's daily gar-

bage output of 400 metric tons; and the
second from Cebu-based Mactan Rock

" Industries for the processing of the city’s

wastewater into potable produce,
In a July 5 meeting, Toyo executives
Koichi Ishizaka, Takashi Kanazawa and

- Yoshimitsu Okada c offered to put up
a plant tlrjat woﬁ'ld cnnvert the aity's

refuse into electrlclty, methane gas and
solid fuel without the need for segrega-

 tion (except for toxic or hosprtai wastes)

and incineration. ST
There wcyr!d also, he no ga.ﬁ e)n;;srﬁn

. orthermal cqg@us’gm in the systemy,
. and 20 percent of jhefﬂgl,mpduc&dor!
. would be used to power the plant and

+the rest could besold.

The plant would requlrg,a 4-hectare
lot to processitheicity/siwastes; 4011 1o

~ percent of whichvis biodegradabler 10

Toyo representatives assured that
they would go through the required pro-
cesses like the conduct of a feasibility
study and the securing of the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment b‘efo'ré the
project will'be ihililemmted !

The mayor a\fowed members of the

~ Zero Waste Coalition in the city to wit-

ness the presentation and scrutinize the
proposed prorect

Meanwhile, Mactan Rock Chtef
Executive Officer Antonio Tompar on July
8 pitched his technology that will treat

 the city’s liquid wastes and convert it to

drinking water at no cost to the city.
“He sald the produce would be sold
at a lower | cost or at the level of non-
potable water for household use, g
Mactap Rock has put up more ‘than

- 30 Wastewater treatment plants all
- overthe country that are now produc-

Ing clear water with the use of their
high performance water clarifiers and
other equipment.

Tompar agreed to the mayur's sug-
gestion to conduct a feasibility study on
the expansion of the existing sewerage
treatment plant at South Sanitary Camp
and on the proposed construction of
two new plants, one to be put up at
Rock Quarry barangay-(village) and the

other at the Slaughterhouse Compound
Magsaysay Avenue.

Based on the study that will be done

at no cost to the city, Tompar would -
submit an unsolicited proposal for the
city’s consideration. ;

He noted that the city’s plan for its
sewage management as presented by
City Environment and Parks Management

5 9fficer Ruben Cervantes and CEPMO Water,

3 Wastewater Ambient Air Management

- Division head engineer Moises Lozano is

* onthe right direction as it complements
Mountain Rock’s scheme. §

The water treatment projects are
being pursued to address the increasing
volume of sewage that flows into the
city’s waterways and drains into the
river tributaries thereby contributing to
their pollution levels.

GABY B. KEITH
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itrangthenlng Norn-
stete Actor Involvernent
in Foreat Covernangs in i

s andd Papua
How Sulnea

G UAR D IN G TH E F OR ESTS The Bantay Gubat (forest wardens) of the Agta-Dumagat-Remontado tribe in General Nakar, Quezon |
join a training on environmental laws and community livelihood assets, which helps identify livelihood opportunities based on available community
resource. This effort is part of a bigger campaign to strengthen community voice and action in forest management by the Haribon Foundation and ety

funded by the Eurgpean Union, in partnership with BirdLife International. Visit haribon.org.ph to learn more. PHOTO BY SHALIMAR ILEJAY,
HARIBON F_OUNDAT!ON a5 : 7
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Searca bats for

climate-smart villages

will host the workshop on es-
tablishing CSVs in the Asean to
improve food security and resil-
iency in local communities. The
workshop would be hosted at the
Searca headquarters here on July
8 to 14.

The CSV approach was devel-
oped by the Consultative Group
for International Agricultural
Research Program on Climate
Change, Agriculture and Food
Security (CCAES).

“The CSV approach is to help
address climatic risks to agricul-
ture-based livelihood. Specifically,
it aims to enable farmers to learn

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

OS BANOS, Laguna: The Southeast Asian
Regional Center for Graduate Study and
esearch in Agriculture (Searca) and the
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction
(IIRR) see the potential of establishing climate-
smart villages (CSVs) for the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Climate

Resilience Network.

~ Glenn Gregorio, Searca director, regional learning activities and
said the program was grounded on ~ working with communities on
Searca and IIRR’s proven experi- climate-resilient agriculture.
ence in conducting innovative Searca, according to Gregorio,

from evidence generated at the
local level and build their own
CSVs,” Gregorio explained.

He said the workshop, which
was designed for Asean member-
states, would provide participants
with experiential knowledge on
the principles and practice of
CCAES' CSV approach to promote
climate-smart agriculture and its
potenual in enhancing food secu-
rity in local communities.

The workshop will highlight the
experiences in establishing CSVs
in Southeast Asia, particularly the
CSV in Guinayangan, Quezon
initiated by IIRR, Gregorio added.

Since 2014, the Guinayangan
climate-smart agriculture interven-
tions have reached 1,500 farmers
through farmer-to-farmer scaling.
The Guinayangan CSV has also
been a “go-to site” for agricultural
development workers learning the
participatory approaches, technol-
ogies and social learning method-
ologies to promote climate-smart
agriculture and villages.

The Department of Agriculture

also used it as a learning site for
capacitating 17 of its regional
field offices and their respective
local government units in devel-
oping Adaptation and Mitigating

Initiatives in Agriculture or AMIA
villages — the Philippine adapta-
tion of CSV — in all 17 regions in
the country.

“Often in partnership w:th
like-minded institutions, Searca
regularly organizes high-level dis-
cussions that may support policy
advocacy and encourage organiza-
tions to learn from best practices of
their counterparts from the Asean
region,” Gregorio said.

Co-organizing the workshop; is
an initiative under Searca’s Um-
brella Program on Climate Change
Adaptation and Mitigation for
Southeast Asia,
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‘A[fc_ in Defense of Mother Nature’ ,

——

Paseo De Roxas underpass mural  my mother has been a Security
ALL ABOUT upon the invitation of Security  Bankclient for over three decades.
C HOICES  Bank Corp. Sano has been travel-  This partnership was meantto be,”
, ing the world to work on murals,  said Safio, now a Secunty Bank
LUDWIG Q. clad with designs that show his  client himself.

NE fine morning, 1 was
invited by a good friend,
environmentalist and artivist
| (artist-activist) AG Safio, whom
I met when I was still working

with the World Wide Fund for FEDERIGAN advocacy to protect Mother Na- “The theme for the Makati
Nature (WWF Philippines), for : ' e. “I said yes to the collabora-  underpasses was Philippine na-
the formal unveiling of his latest tion with Security Bank because of  ture and since education is our

publicart or mural titled “Artin  enough anymore to cope with  our shared values and mission. [ corporate advocacy, we decided to
Defense of Mother Nature.” I  what humans have been doingto  learned about their deep engage-  take this opportunity educate the
borrowed the title of the mural  their habitats,” Safio exclaimed.  ment with communities through - publicabout issues that are dffect-
as the title of my column today. ~ He thought of equipping them their education and livelihood  ing nature, specifically PhiIippine
Have you seen the publicart  with metal armors to signify the  programs because they are com- biodiversity through art,” Alfonso -
or mural? need to go beyond the status quo  mitted to making lives better. I  Salcedo Jr,, Security Bank Corp. -
Few days before the formal and exert more effort in helping - found a partner who will help  president and chief executive offi-
unveiling of the mural, land my  the ecosystem thrive and the spe-  me get my message across. I don't  cer, said during the formal launch.
intern, Adrian Camposagrado, ~cies survive, =~ think it's a coincidence that when  at the Discovery Hub.
volunteered our time to do simple AG Safio redesigned the entire I began the mural I found out that ~ With a large network all over
painting works in the Paseo de | et N '
Roxas underpass. Literally, you
would find the entire underpass
with a new art canopy. The area
that was once a space-themed
mural to inspire the younger
generation to reach for their
- dreams was transformed to a
sanctuary of Philippine terres-
| trial and marine creatures, hop-
ing to convey the same message &
' of hope for a brighter future
for Filipinos, this time through
conserving Mother Nature,
With humans as the main
culprits of biodiversity damage,
altering 75 percent of Earth’s
land and 66 percent of ma-
rine environments since pre-
industrial times, according to o
the latest Global Assessment =~ [SSSSEE S
Report of the Intergovernmen- - j
tal Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) released last - ' :
May 2019, “the natural defense ~ ® (Frnm Ieft) Adrian Camposagrado, artivist (artist-actmst) AG Sano and the author at the Paseo de Roxas
mechanisms of species are not  underpass in Makati City. LUDGWIG FEDER?GAM PHOTO \
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~ the country, Security Bank is in
- a position to inspire change and
‘tally support for various causes

affecting local communities. “We
develop and support social re-
sponsibility initiatives all over the
Philippines. This mural is one of
the ways we hope to educate and

inspire the Makati community,”

Salcedo added.

~ Safo has painted more than 700 -
~ murals in 16 countries depicting
_peace and environment. A conser-

vauOmst who has been involved
in marine research since 2000 and
a founding member of Balyena.

org, a nonprofit group focused

on marine mammal research and
conservation in the Philippines,
he has also done projects with
reputable nongovernment orga-
nizations (NGOs) and institutions
such as the World Wide Fund for
Nature, Greenpeace, Oxfam In-
tematmnal RARE, Conservation
International, Siliman University,
Large Marine Vertebrates, Philip-
pine Federation for Environmen-

 tal Concerns, among others.

The AFP Headquarters (Camp
Aguinaldo) Peace Wall along ED-
SA-White Plains-Bonny Serrano

- Avenue, now considered as the

longest peace mural in the world, -

. was also his creation togetherwith
~more than 4,000 volunteers.

"I dedicate my art to educate
and spread awareness about na-
ture and peace to the masses espe-
cially in areas where access to art
is almost non-existent,” Safio said.

We may not know it but public
art or mural could boost pride
and resilience of our community.
There are several stories of com-

mumues who have embraced

the relatxonshlp of publlc art

and resilience — commum-
ties that have used public art
to prevent crime in a troubled
neighborhood and boost com-

munity engagement. Public

art genuinely reflects our own
vision and values.

About AG Safio

Safio is a reanri_ed and multi- |

awarded Filipino artist who fin-

ished his Bachelor of Landscape -

Architecture degree in the Uni-

versity of the Philippines Diliman
.and passed the specialty board

exam the following year. He was

accepted asamember of the Inter-

national Federation of Landscape

Architectsand thhppmeAssoaa i

tion of Landscape Architects, -

- His advocacy extends to peac_e 1

efforts in Mindanao as a found-
ing member of the Board of

Trustees of Teach Peach Build
Peace Movement, an NGO
focused on peace through edu- ||

cation and arts. CLP School,
known for its peace advocacy,
gave him the second Gawagi

; Ka]maw Award for Peace

Theauthons the execuﬂvedxmc

toroftbe Young Environmental |
Forum. He completed his cli-

mate change and development

course at the University of East |

Angl:a (United Kingdom) and
executive program on sustain-
abjbtyleadershlp at Yale Univer-

 sity (United States). He may be
emailed at Iudw;g fedengan@::

J

gmail.com,

7t

fo.
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