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N 0 TO P LASTI C Jolm law, deputy thiefof misslon of the IIS Embassy (nght), Iistens to

Environment Und;trseactaw&ennyalntlporda during the awarding of the US government’s grants to reduce
plastic pollution in Philippine oceans. !he grants were awarded to EcoWaste Coafition and Mother iEa Y
Foundation. PHO?O BY RUY L. MARTINEZ
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US embassy, DENR exlend help to cut plastic poliution

UNITED States Embas-
sy and the Department
of Environmentand Nat-

tic waste around Mamla :

Bay.

ural Resources (DENR) _'

yesterday awarded two
grants amountmg to P20
million for projects to

reduce plastic pollution ¥

in the oceans.

The grants will be “
channeled throughdiffer-

ent non-government or-.
ganizations that will pro-
mote ‘and and com-

-base recyclmg:

.. Us: Embassy De uty'
~ Chief Qf Mlssmnf

”These partnerships

are critical to protecting

urban coastal areas that
rely on tourism and fish-

eries sectors. We are

proud to work together
with Philippines in find-
mg innovative solutions

keeping plastic w_aste i

out our oceans,”

Law.
Envuonment

; eh‘d‘
Natural Resources Un-
dersecretary Berny An-'.'

orda credlted ihe.

GOs like the Ecolo
Waste Coalition otgl the
Phlhppznes coWaste
Coalition) and the Moth-
er Earth Foundation,

which have been active-

ly involved in helping the
government find a solu-
tion to the country’s gar-
ba%{ e problem.

e said grants like

these would ensure the

~ success of the NGOs;.xIE‘
~ vironmental projects

R md*wcﬁrhﬁp;?
~whocanprovide ve !

selutions in urban waste

BUPS }

management are very
much welcome.

The US Embassy said

the EcoWaste Coalition
and Mother Earth Foun-
dation will be provided
with the t to imple-

ment projects supportin
the bxhtahorfl’l:)? Mag—

nila Bay.
Since 2016, the Umhed 7
States A for Inter-

nationa Development

(USAID) began e
nting its Municipal

| technical assistance to

plastic tgeoﬂuhon.

TOomisin; otgamzatxons
Pm the Ph?llppmes, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, and Sri
Lanka to reduce marine

2015
1ssue of Sc1ence ma a-
zine, an article said

eight million tons ofplas-

' tic waste was discarded

into the world’s oceans
every year. This waste
threatens marine :
tems and human th
as it makes its way into
the 1obal human food

Ep Y, mostly {'hrough
produicts:
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Angat Dam again drops balow critical Ievel
The water level in Anga.t Dam again breachgd its crtt!.ca. law lev-
el after a week of fair weathe "‘B

la , recordedvatisg. ifmete r
above sea level (masl), dov m | y 0.37m fmm the previo .
Angat’s low water level is at 160 masl. Philippme Atmosphenc
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Admimstratmn hydml—
ogist Adel Duran said theinonth of July usually has lpelow nor-
mal rainfall and will onIy‘normalize from. August to Octo-
ber.—JHESSET 0.ENANO :
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 Angat water level
turns critical anew

from

By RAMON EFREN LAZARO'

The water elevation of Angat‘dam fell
below its critical level of 160 meters yes-

terday morning for the second time this
rainy season.

In a text message, Sevillo David Jr.,
executive director of the National Water

Resources Board (NWRB), confirmed to
The STAR that Angat dam'’s water eleva-
tion was monitored at 159.93 meters as of
6 a.m. yesterday, down from 160.30 meters
m the same time on Wednesday.
David added, “The said elevation is
critical for water supply. The Low Level

‘Qutletis currently operational to maintain

the current allocation of 36 cubic meters

er second (CMS), or around 3.1 billion

iters per day.”
Thgilﬂ:rater level in Angat dam first

went below the critical level last June 22 at.

159.78 meters. This prompted the NWRB

to reduce the allocation to Metropolitan

Waterworks and Sewerage System’s con-
cessionaires to 36 CMS from the regular
allocation of 46 CMS.

David explained that based on Phil-
ippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and.

stronomical Services Administration
projections, the prevailing southwest
monsoon weakend and resulted in the
absence of significant rainfall in the Angat
dam and watershed. :
“However, itis projected that the mon-

- soon rains will be present next week. It is

our hope that the monsoon rains and the
forecast tropical cyclones this month will
come earlier to help in the early recovery
of Angat dam,” David added.

He also noted that “the public can sﬁp— :

port our efforts in preserving the water
in Angat dam by enhancing our water
conservation efforts through responsible
use of water, including the ha ing and
recycling of rainwater.” \
vironmentalists have expressed con-
cern over Angat dam’'s dwindling water
supply, citing the failure of government
agencies tasked to preserve the forest
cover of watersheds that are the main
source of potable water supply to Metro
Manila residents. bt o :
Bro. Martin Francisco, chairman of the
Sagip Sierra Madre Environmentalists
Society Inc., told The STAR that these

agencies, which he did not specify, have -

‘been claiming in the past that no one is

allowed to cut down trees on primary
forests that are protected areas.

~ Recently, however, Bulacan Vice Gov.
Wilhelmino Sy Alvarado confirmed in
a press conference that approximately
12,000 hectares of forest land inside the
Angat watershed have already been
cleared by illeg‘al loggers and that more
than half of the 6,600 hectares of Ipo
watershed have been denuded by timber
poachers. - With Rhodina Villanueva
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Angat Dam water level : again
plunges below critical mark

. ByELLALYN DEVERA-RUIZ

1":&',-;5 ..J'.‘_’.

Norzagaray, Bulacan

.Based on the Philippine Atmo-
spherie, Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration’s (PAGASA)
monitoring as of Thursday morning,
Angat Dam’ s water level has declined

past its critical level at 159.93 meters,

lower than last Wednesday s 160.30
meters.

It first reached the critical level last

June 22 before slightly recover-

~ ing due to sporadic monsoon

The water level at Angat Dam once
again plunged belowits 160-meter criti-
cal mark on Thursday, due to deﬁcnency

of ramfall over the Watershed area in

Angat Dam w-ater level...

rains over the Angat watershed.
But a weak southwest monsoon or

“habagat” has prevailed, causing the

absence of significant rainfall over
‘most parts of the eountry in the past
few days.

National Water Resources Board
(NWRRB) Executive Director Sevillo
David Jr. said the Angat Dam’s water

level of 159.93 meters is now again -

below the critical level for water sup-
ply of 160 meters.

He pointed out that the dam’s low
level outlet is being utilized to sustain
the current water allocation of 36 cu-
bic meters per second or around 3.1
billion liters per day. -

NWRB said the water allocation
will be adjusted accordingly until such
time that the Angat Dam’s level is suf-
ficient enough to supply the regular
demand of consumers in Metro Manila
and nearby areas.

As of the moment, Angat Dam’s

41

current level s still way below its min-

imum operating level of 180 meters,

and normal high water level during
the rainy season of 210 meters.

“Based on the PAGASA’s projec-
tions, the prevailing weak habagat
resulted in the absence of significant
rainfall in the Angat Dam/Angat wa-
tershed,” David said.

Monsoon rains expected

“It is also projected that the mon-
soon rains might be back next week.
We hope the monsoon rains could
come sooner as well as the projected
tropical cyclones in July to help in
the early recovery of Angat Dam,”
he added.

According to PAGASA weather
specialist Ariel Rojas, an intertropical
convergence zone (ITCZ) will affect
most of Mindanao, while the weak

. habagat will prevail over the rest of

the country until the weekend.
The ITCZ 4 breedmg ground for

9

potential low pressure area or tropical cyclone, will
bring cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms over Zamboanga del Norte, Zam-
boanga del Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay, Maguindanao,
Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, South
Cotabato, Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani,
Compostela Valley, Davao del Norte, Davao Oriental,
Davao del Sur, and Davao Occidental.
Isolated rain showers

Meanwhile, Metro Manila and the rest of the
country will have isolated rain showers from local-
ized thunderstorms.

~ Rojas warned that sudden rains due to severe

thunderstorm activity, which may occur in the after-
noon or evening, may cause flash floods or'landslides
in low-lying or mountainous areas.

Rains due to the ITCZ will likely affect some
parts of Visayas over the weekend, he added.

Conserve water

David appealed to the public to take advantage
of the rain showers occurring in the afternoon or
evening, by collecting and recycling water. A

NWRB noted that if the 15 million Filipinos in
Metro Manila conserve at least four liters of water
every day, we can conserve about 60 million liters
of water in a day — equivalent to 24 Olympic-sized

swimming pools.

-
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IeveI anew

BY JORDEENE B. LAGARE

HE water level of Angat Dam

plunged below critical level anew,

but the National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) said the supply for the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) would remain the same.

‘The dam’s water level dropped
to 159.93 meters at 6 a.m. on
Thursday, down by 0.37 meters
from the previous day, according
to the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical

Services Administration (Pagasa).
“The low level outlet is cur-
rently operational to maintain

the current allocation of 36 cubic .

meters per second or around 3.1
billion liters per day,” the NWRB

Angat Dam hits critical

said in a statement on Thursday.
According to Pagasa, the pre-
vailing weakened southwest

_monsoon or habagat is the rea-

son for the absence of significant
rainfall. However, it expects
monseon rains to be back next
week to help in Angat's recovery.

Since June, Manila Water Co.
Inc. and Maynilad Water Services
Inc. have been implementing
rotational service intefruptions
in order to maximize the limited
supply. Both concessionaires pre-
viously said this would continue
until the water supply in Angat
Dam would increase.

Earlier this month, NWRB
Executive Director Sevillo David
Jr. said they decided to maintain
the allocation of 36 cubic me-
ters per second to MWSS, which
divides this between Manila
Water and Maynilad.

In a related development,
Maynilad customers in a village
in Las Pinas City will be receiv-
ing a rebate for experiencing
prolonged water service interrup-
tions, according to MWSS.

The MWSS penalized
Maynilad for failing to provide
continuous water service to
their customers in Barangay.

Captain Albert Aguilar since
May. In a statement, Maynilad
said it was ready to comply with
the penalty imposed.

The affected customers shall
receive a rebate of P2,500 each or
a total of P4.5 million. It will be
credited to the August water bills
until fully expended and MWSS
will oversee its implementation.

Maynilad said the rebate
would cover 1,841 affected con-
nections. “Our field personnel
will conduct a barangay (vil-
lage) roadshow to explain the
mechanics of the rebate to the
customers concerned.”

MWSS Regujatory Office chief
Patrick Lester Ty said his of-
fice would examine the data
Maynilad provided to ascertain
the total number of households
affected by limited water supply,

“We need to double check.
Probably we will request for a
meeting this week or next week
to finalize... ang target ko sana
kung puwedeng magka-rebate
naby August (our target is to im-
plement the rebate by August),”
T}r told reporters on Wednesday.

WITH A REPORT

FROM DIVINA NOVA JOY
DELA CRUZ
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allocation stays

due to low water
leve—NWRB

By Rio N. araja
THE National Water Resources Board

-on Thursday said the current allocation

of 36 cubic meters per second or about
3.1 billion liters per day will stay because
of the low level supply of Angat Dam in
Bul {5 Br e

Inastatement,theboardmokintt_)'ac;
count the weather forecasts of the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Administration that
there would be no rains in Angat water-
shed due to a weak southwest monsoon.

“However, it is projected that the mon-
soon rains will be present next week. It
is our hope that the monsoon rains and .
the forecast tropical cyclones this month
will come earlier to help in the early re-
covery of Angat Dam;” it said. !

The agency said the public must still
observe water conservation, and rain
harvesting and recycling to help ease the

‘dam’s poor water supply.

The water level at Angat Dam
below critical level again on Thursday,
based on PAGASA’s monitoring,

As of yesterday 6 a.m., Angat Dam’s -
level went down to 159.93 meters from |
Wednesday’s 160.30-meter elevation.

‘The dam provides 97 percent of the
water needs of Metro Manila and its |

nearby provinces.
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Angat water
level returns
to critical

The water level at Angat Dam
once again plunged below its 160-
meter critical mark yesterday, due to
deﬁaenwofrainfallovamewater
shed area in Norzagaray, Bulacan.

PhllippmeAtrmspheﬁq,Geophysr
cal, and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration monitoring as of yester-
day morning showed Angat Dam’s
water level dedlining past its critical

- level at 159.93 metaswlaldrwas

lowerﬂ'laniastWedn&fw!s 16030
meters,
Itﬁxstreadﬂﬂmecfﬁmuevellast
June 22 before slightly recovering
duetnspomdicmonsoqmalnsm
the Angat watershed.
But a weaksoul.‘rmst

or “habagat” has ptevalled ‘causing

the absence of sgnlﬁcant rainfall
over most parts of the country in the
-past few days. .

- National Water Resources Board
Executive Director Sevﬂlo David
Jn QldAngatDamsmmrleve!of
159.93 meters is once again below
ﬂueu'ibmllevelfnrwata'suppiyof

160 meters.

~He pointed ou.rtthatmekdam’s low
level outlet is being utilized to sustain
the current water allocation of 36 cu-

bic meters per second or around 3.1 -

billion liters per day.

. NWRB said the water allocation
wﬂl be adjusted accordingly until
such time that the Angat Dam's wa-
ter level is sufficient enough to supply

the regwardenundofommmers in

Metro Manila and nearby areas.
Angat Dam’s current water level is
still way below its minimum operat-
ing level of 180 meters and normal
high water level during the‘rainysea—

sonofzmmetets

BasedonuePAGAsAspmjec

:borxs ﬂweprevaiﬁngmakhabagat

resuited in the absence of significant

..raihfa{lhﬂweAngatDammdAngat
~ watershed,” David said.
"‘Itlsalsopm]emdthatﬂmnm :
| soon rains might be back next week.
~We hope the trmsom:irs%eould
‘come sooner as well as the

edtmpmlcydonsm]ﬁﬂnhelp

alu;lemeearhrréoovmfofms;atom"-_

potermallow—pressureare&ﬁortopl
mlMones will bring doudxskjes-

with scattered rain showers ‘and
thunderstorms over ZambOé‘lga del
Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboan-

ga Sibugay, Maguindanao, Lanao del -

Sur, Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Soum
Cotabato, Cotabato, Suitan

» Samnganl, Cornpostela Valgvm 2

del Norte, Davao Oriental,
Sur, and Davao Ooudmtal (Ellalyn
Ruiz)
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. meter critical

Angat Dam below

THE water level at Angat
Dam, Metro Manila’s
main water aource, has

: dropped below critical

og 6 am. yesberday,
Angat Dam'’s water level
was at 159.93 meters,
slightly below the 160-
eVe.l the Na-
: on‘al Wate: gesoumels
t
was at 160. 30 meters the
day before.

The dam stayecFat
the critical for more
than a week since June 22.
Itmseaboveﬁwmumllevel
last July 2, only to start de-

 clining again week.
A

critical level agam
By CNN Phlllpplnes Staff

The NWRB has reduced

‘water supply allocation in

Metro Manila to 36 cubic

or around 3.1 billion liters

per day, amid declining
water levels at Angat 'I'he
normal allocation is at 4 bil-
lion liters per da

y. :
' Some residents of Metro
rovine-

Manila and nearby p
es go waterless for up to 19
hours as concessionaires
ymlad and Manila Wa-
ter continue to implement

‘Angat Dam
rotational service interrup-

- “We ho

rains could come sooner as

in the easy Tecovery o f An-
‘gat Dam,” NWRB Execu-

(Courtesy of CNN Phils.)
tive Director Sevillo David
said in a statement. Heﬁnot—

“ed that the Philippine i&;
e geruigls
scalcyclonsfor]ulyto help
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MAS mababa na sa critical
level ang tubig sa Angat
kahapon ng umaga.
‘Ayon sa Philippine At-
mospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services

Admuustratlon, naitala sa

i Al
ba sa 160.30 metro na ‘
uanala noong. Miyerkules=' ;

'Angat dam crltlcal level ull

ng gabi,
- Ang critical level ‘ng
Angm‘ ay 160 metro.
- Bumaba naman'ng 0.05
metro ang tubig sa La Mesa
dam o mula 72.21 metro ay

bumaba sa 72.16 metro.

Ieﬁ’db’ Begﬂs



@%
—— " SERVICE

R v

e il

~

TILE :

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES

Abante

- UNA SA BALITA I

/.
LA [ |

PAGE 1/

o
UPPER PAGE 1 I!ANNEI{ EDITORIAL  CARTOON
5 l STORY STORY
PAGE LOWER
]
12 S 2019
DATE

ISANG linggo matapos
umakyat sa normal level,
bumaba muli sa below
critical level ang antas
- ng tubig sa Angat dam.

Sa monitoring ng
Philippine Atmospheric
Geophysical Astro-
nomical Services
Administration(Pagasa)
nasa 159 meter ang wa-

ter level sa Angat dam
mababa sa 160.30 me-
ter na naitala noong Mi-
yerkoles. -

Dahil sa pagbaba
muli ng tubig sa Angat
dam ay binaba ng Na-

tional Water Resources
Board (NWRB) ang alo-

kasyon ng tubig sa Me-
tropolitan Waterworks

and Sewerage System
(MWSS) at sa mga con-
cessionaires, mula sa
regular na alokasyon na
46 cms ay ginawa itong
36iems: i
‘Aminado ang Pagasa
na bagama’t nakakaranas

‘ng pag-uulan ay hindi
- pa ito nakakadagdag sa

antas ng tubig sa Angat

dam kaya na-ngangaila-
ngan parin ng pagtitipid.
Inaasahan ng Paga-
sa na pagsapit pa ng Set-
yembre magiging nor-
-mal ang water ldea‘igl sa
Angat kung saan wa-
- ng malalakas na bagyo
‘ang inaasahan ng ahen-
Sya na papasok sa bansa.
(Tina Mendoza)

\ngat dam balik critical level
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- The machines were setup
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BAGUIO CITY—Saying con-

vennonal - waste-to-energy

, are “lazy solutions for

pohuclans, a zero-waste ad-

voci told Baguio residents

up community _opera-

tions to collect and compost

household org: cwastetobe,
used to g_rombackyard food.

: Rénred chemist Paul Con-
nett also said the city should
learn to repurpose trash and
stop. consummg more than
what a household required
whﬂfe.naskjng local manufac-
turers to find a better way of
paclgagmg goods without us-
ing tuo much plastlc. ;

R§1dents were forced to
store their. kxtchen waste af-

ter the Dep

sources stopped the opera-
tions of the city’s fertilizer-
making machines that were
fed with organic waste.

- The agency's stoppage or-
der was quickly lifted after
the city government reaf-
firmed its plan to convert its

decomnussmned dump mto

an ecologlcal park by

the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-

at the old dump and were
processing a backlog of bio-
degradable waste. These had
since been producing 189
tons of powdered fertilizer
from 720 tons of blologlcal
waste each month.

- Connett, who spoke at a
Sunday forum at City Hall,

said villages could handle
lutcl:gen trash  collections
themselves and put up com-.

‘posting areas for backyard

gardens or urban farms.

They should i improve a.nd :

expand a local vermiculture
system which harnessed
earthworms to dissolve bio-
Jogical waste, he said. =~
Credited for leading a
global campaign against the
use of fluoride to treat mu-
nicipal water systems, Con-
nett advised residents not to
wait for the government to
set up systems that would
convert waste into electrici-
ty, an option that had be-
comggppular due to mount-
,,éwithwaste A

) geto prodpce ener-
that the value of

for »éo
fuel d generators nor the loss

scarded products that
é&"ﬁl’i{ e recycled or repéired A
Rk ,rg

der an arrangp_n;ent w1th a'
mining  firm. . —VINCENT
CABREZA INQ

usinesses, the summer capltal as to a!so find solutlons to growing problems of waste gener.

on and disposal. —gv ESPIRITU

{OWDED As Baguio City contlnues co attract migrants an
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This is On Me

Conservancy’s International
‘Coastal Cleanup report from 2017,

plastic drink bottles were the sec-

ond most common item collected
by volunteers around the world.
More than 1.5 million pieces were

collected from cleanups conducted

along beaches, during dives and
from boats. :

- According to a report from CNN,
the London Marathon was able
to replace thousands of plastic
bottles with pouches of seaweed
filled with sports drink. Runners
are normally given the drink in a
plastic drink bottle at the 23rd mile
of the run. This year, the marathon

‘organizers worked with a London

based startup laboratory called
_Skipping Rocks Lab. The lab de-
signed and created Ooho, a small
pouch made of the building blocks
of seaweed. This pouch is clear,
tasteless and can even be eaten.
_Best of all, it can also be compos-
AedTmless than six weeks.
In the near future, plastnc
may be truly biodegradable or
compqstable. The typical oxo-

Floro Mercene

The future
of plastic

CCORDING to the Ocean

biodegmdable plastics that we
commonly see are not really
eco-friendly. These are only
biodegradable at specific tem-
peratures and would only break
up into microplastics (not truly
biodegrade) if it were placed in
a Iandﬁll or left in the en\nron-
ment.. e

Other companies are looking
into replacing oil- based plastic
items with compostable versions.
The WyssInsﬂtute from Harvard
University has been “developing
“shrilk”, which is a clear plastic
created form a mixture of chi-
tosan, made from shrimp shells,
and a silk protein from insects.
Items, such as bowls and cups,
can also be made from fungus.
The mycelium acts as the roots
of the fungus and can be shaped
and baked into a durable and wa-
terproof material. Research into
products, such as Ooho, that can -
replace single use plasﬂ‘é'Ts"vilal
for preventing pollution like mil-—
lions of plastic drink bottlesﬁat
are collected by coastal cleanups
every year. : :
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Mamba denies black-sand mining in Cagayan

TUGUEGARAOQTY, Cagayan: The Cagayan gov-
emment denied the existence of a black
sand mining operation in the Cagayan
River from Aparri town to Lallo town.

Gov. Manuel Mamba said circulat-
ing on social media on the Cagayan

Riveractivity was ”dredgmg and not
black sand mining," referring to a
report by an inspéction team from
the provincial government.

Mamba said an inspection team
on Thursday was led by Rodolfo
Alvarado, provincial administrator,
Allacapan town mayor Harry Florida
and other provindial officials to inves-
tigate reports of black sand operations
in the river particularly at the towns
of Lal-lo, Camalaniugan and Aparri.

“Thei mspecuon conducted was to

verify reports of illegal black sand
operations in the Cagayan River
from Aparri to La-lo circulating in
the social media and broadcast|ed]

over local TV and radio,” he said,

He/added during an aerial survey
aboard Florida's helicopter, the in-
spection team found no black sand
activities or any barge or vessel in

the Lal-lo and Camalaniugan towns

part of the Cagayan River,

“What the inspection team found
out was an ongoing dredging in the
‘Aparri town with the use of a barge
and a vessel for the initial dredging’

operation or declogging in the mouth

of the Cagayan River,” Mamba said.
The inspection team also showed

photographs and video footage of the

absence of asand separatorin the said
barge and vessel except for dredging
at the heavily silted part of the river.
“Theongoingdredgingisjusthauling
of sand into the barge without the con-
duct of any processing,” Mamba said..
Mamba said the dredging opera-
tions were in preparation for the re-

opening of the Port of Aparri, which -

has been idle for 10 years,

“The river has to be dredged so
that the river gets deeper for ships
and boats to dock when the port is
reopened,” Mamba said.

Hesaldnosluphasdocked mApam
in the last 10 years because of heavy
siltation traced to the Cagayan River.

“The port would take in agricul-
tural products and other goods to

complement other Northern Luzon

ports in Claveria town in Cagayan

_ pravince and Currimao town in

Ilocos Norte province,” Mamba said.

The inspection team also con- |
firmed an earlier report by a com- |
posite team of the Provincial En- |
vironment and Natural Resources |

Office, Environment. Management
Bureau and the Department of

- Public Works and Highways which

negated any black sand operations

in the Cagayan River Delta.

Earlier, the provincial board has
authorized Mamba to enter into a
memorandum of agreement with

the Pacific Resources Inc. for the |

dredging of the Cagayan River Delta.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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~ inuubos ng mga Ghlnqsn,
g G wutsk-tsk-tsk! fins

nasagxp ng mga awtondad habang dmadala sa
Binondo, Manila, - :

Pito sa sampung pangolm na nasagnp ang
namatay dahil sa kanilang kahabag-habag na
kondls‘yon kung paano sila dinadala sa Maynila.
Nata; ang mga ito na nakabilog sa lambat, tila
hindiman lang binigyan ng tubig o pagkain at hindi
natin alam kung gaano na sila katagal sa kendlsyong
‘yun.

Samantala, ang tatlong buhay paay hde narin
maasahang magtatagal dahil sa napakarammg sugat
nito sa katawan na natamo, marahil, noong
smumkanmlangmakatakas sa kanilang pagkakahuli
at samatinding stress na pinagdaanan ng mga hayop,

- ?eritinilly endangureil”"

Dapat siguro, bllugln at ﬂagay dm
sa bayong ng ilang araw na walang

tubig at pagkain ang mga nahuﬁng

W nagdadala ng mga pangolin sa

~ Maynila.

- Hindi nakapagtataka kung bakit sa
Binondo dadalhin ang mga hayop
Ilang beses nang nahuhuli ng coast
guardaugmgaba_rkqggChiﬁanamz_iy
dalang mga patay na pangolin.

Ginagawang pagkain ang mga ito

'kung saan mahal ang singil. Siyempre,

dahil sa pera at Tsino na naman.

~Ang pangolin ay kabilang sa mga
hayop na “critically endangered” kaya
bawal hulihin ang mga ito. Malinaw
na hmdt‘ ito sinusunod dahil sa

. malakas ang demand nito sa bansa,

gayundin sa China. Hindi magtatagal,
ang napakaliit na bilang ng mga

pangolin ay mauubos, lalo na kung

hindi mabibigyan ng pangil ang batas

na nagbabawal sa paghuli ng mga ito.
: aaa

Tila hindi pa tapos ang isyu tungkol

sa susunod na House Speaker sa -

kabila ng pagbigay ng endorsement ni
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By Julie M. Aurelio
@MAurelioNQ
Presidential spokesperson Sal-
vador Panelo on Thursday said
human rights lawyer Jose
Manuel “Chel” Diokno and the
Integrated Bar of the Philippines
(IBP) manipulated a group of
fishermen into petitioning for an
environmental protection order
from the Supreme Court.

Panelo was reacting to Dio-
kno's accusation on Wednesday
that state lawyers used under-
handed tactics by talking: se-
cretly to his clients, who then
disavowed the petition filed in
their behalf by the IBP in April.

“I think it’s the other way

-around,” Panelo told reporters.

“He should ask himself in the
mirror because that questions
applies to him.”

“If we are to believe the ac-
cusations of the fishermen, it's
them (Diokno and IBP) that in-
fluenced or manipulated them,”

_he said.

kalikasan, a special court order

for environmental - protection,

. _ tion ticket
The IBP's petition for a writ of

covers three Philippine reefs in
the West Philippine Sea, waters
within the country’s exclusive
economic zone (EEZ). It claims
the marine environment in and
around. these reefs has been de-
stroyed by China through recla-
mation and poaching.

It sought to compel the gov-
ernment to enforce the 2016 ar-
bitral court ruling against Chi-
na’s claim over nearly the entire
South China Sea.

Panelo said the fishermen '

had sought Diokno’s help “be-
cause their houses were being
demolished and they have a
problem, not in regard to that
[petition].” .

“And then they were asked
to sign documents, which
turned out to be the petition.
That was the story of the fisher-

- men,” he said.

Breach of legal ethics
Diokno, a strong rights ad-
vocate who ran on the opposi-
-in last May's
midterm polls, on Wednesday
said it was “not only suspicious
that the government secretly {

Who manlpulated 2
Alshermen’ Pa

They were asked to sign documents,
which turned out to be the petition.
That was the story of the fishermen

Salvador Panelo
Presidential Spokesperson

talked to our ciients, that also

violates legal ethics.”
He said it was a lawyer from

. the Philippine Navy who talked

to the fishermen.

“If there was a breach of le-
gal ethics in this case, it was the
fact that the Navy lawyer by-
passed the fisherfolks’ lawyers,”
Diokno said in a statement on
Thursday in response to Pane-
lo’s accusations against him and
the IBP.

“The IBP team, and myself as
collaborating counsel, acted in
good faith. All we want is to help
these fisherfolk, our country

men, to ensure their legal right
to fish in our own waters with-
out fear or intimidation. This is
the premise of the writ of ka-
likasan petition,” he said,
adding that it was what the gov-
ernment should do if it truly
cared for its citizens.

Disbarment case

“Mr. Panelo, enough of poli-
ticking. Have pity on our fisher-
men. Protect and serve your fel-
low Filipinos," Diokno said.

According to Sen. Aquilino
Pimentel III, Diokno could filé a
case to discipline or seek the
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According to Sen. Aquilino Pimentel IIT, Diokno could file a case to discipline
or seek the dishbarment of the government lawyer who had committed
ethical violations.

“If he knows the identity of these people who he thinks violated some code
of personal conduct of lawyers, he knows what to do.” Pimentel said at
Kapihan sa Senado forum.

During a hearing on the petition on Tuesday, Solicitor General Jose Calida
asked the high court to dismiss the case outright because of the fishermen’s
statements.

He presented their sworn statements and showed in court a taped interview
of the group’s leaders, Monico Abogado and Roberto Asiado, who claimed

they were “deceived” into signing the petition.

Diokno, however, insisted that three of the fishermen told him they
willingly agreed to act as petitioners.

Chief Justice Lucas Bersamin suspended Tuesday’s proceedings and called
all the lawyers to a conference. Associate Justice Marvic Leonen later
announced that the court unanimously decided to suspend the rest of the
proceedings and give both parties time to file a joint motion.

Ways toprotect EEZ
Panelo saiq there were. other

lx;\'rays to protect ;he cogutry‘s

marmg gpsances w1th1n,its,EEZ
in th& Squth Chma Sea, apart

from gomg to court.

You could guard it tﬁrough

_the Cgast Guard. Lets “have

more forces there to ‘take care of
the Filipinos there. And we will

still. go back to the issue of

mploqauc negonatlons Pane-
losaid.
He }pomted out that Pres1—‘

“dent Duterte has apted for

dlplomatlc negotl,atlons w1th

China, whlch was “in posses--
sion” ofthe South-ChmaSea.

Mr. buterte has repeatedly
defended p.ls decision to pursue
fnendly ties with China and not
directly confront it over the
Soul:f;Chma Sea dispute.

He has said he would not
risk thg pyes of Fmpmol; in a
war against N3. —WITH A RE-
PORT FROM u:us.smvzam\ INQ

”,
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leader
Diokno:
And he
wanted
to be
senator
of the _
Republic? _

Imbecilic
kalikasan writ
suit will resultin
political chaos
and economic
collapse

likasan suit asking the Supreme
Court to compel government to
enforce our environmental laws
in the Spratlys and Scarborough
Shoal is a cheap, despicable
and stupid political plot by the
Yellows and Reds. If it wins, it
will result in political chaos and
economic ruin, at a level worse
than we've ever seen.

»TiglaoA5
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Imbecilic kahkasan writ suit will result in
political chaos and economic collapse

Lawyers led by failed Otso
Diretso candidate Jose Manuel
Diokno, known to be close to the
Communist Party, filed the suit
last April claiming to represent the
Integrated Bar of the Philippines
and Filipino fishermen affected by
foreigners fishing in those areas.

But the fishermen have de-
clared that they had nothing to
‘do with the suit, didn't authorize
Diokno and his gang to repre-
sent them. They said they were
shocked when they saw their
names as complainants in media
reports. Solicitor General Jose
Calida the other day submitted
to the court the affidavits claim-
ing such, sworn under oath by all
the 19 fishermen whom Diokno's
gang said it represented.

What Diokno and his gang did
wds a patent violation of Section
27 of the Rules of Court Nao.
138, punishable by disbarment:
“A member of the bar may be
removed or suspended from his
office as attorney by the Supreme
Court for...for willfully appearing
‘as an attorney for a party to a case
without authority to do 50.”

The Diokno suit is imbecilic or
mentally bone-idle since it wanted
the high court to order government
agencies such as the Coast Guard,
the DENR and the Navy to enforce
the country’s environmental laws,
and arrest foreign fishermen vio-
lating our rules at Ayungin Shoal,
the Panganiban Reef and Panatag
Shoal, which they claimed the
July 2016 ruling of the “Permanent
Court of Arbitration” determined
were within the country’s EEZ. (It
wasn't the PCA, but a five-man
arbitral tribunal, which used the
PCA only as registry, and one of
its huge halls-as venue.)

Sovereign territory

Yes, Ayungin and Panganiban are
within our EEZ, but they are in
that part of the South China Sea
internationally called the Spratly
Islands (Kalayaan Island Group to
, us) claimed as their sovereign terri-
. toryby four other entities—China,
Taiwan, Vietnam and Malaysia.

Panatag is claimed by China
and Taiwan. China has Ayungin as
“Ren‘ai Jiao,” Panganiban as “Meiji
Jao,” and Panatag as “Huangyan
Dao” in its official maps. Vietnam
has its own names for these.

Diokno's suit is like asking the
Supreme Court to order our gov-
ernment to establish its offices,
its police, its military in “Negeri
Di Bawah Bayu." That's a Malay-
sian name for Sabah, which we

claim but Malaysia also claims

and occupies, as China now oc-
cupies Panganiban Shoal and
Panatag. That's how colossally
foolish the Diokno suit is.

Diokno and his gang though
may have been carried away by
the huge lie being disseminated
by the Yellows over the decision
of the five-man tribunal, which
ruled entirely only on the basis of
the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (Unclos),
nothing more,

It indeed ruled that part of
the Spratlys and the Panatag
Shoal were within our EEZ, and
not within China's, and that the
Chinese’s infamous nine-dash
line that covers nearly all of the
South China Sea and skirts the
Philippine archipelago had no
basis under Unclos’ provisions.

Beyond UNLCOS

But the Tribunal did not rule
which country has sovereignty over
Panatag and the Spratly area, as
sovereignty issues are categorically
beyond the authority of Unclos. In
fact, many of the countries, includ-
ing the Philippines and China, even
ratified the treaty with the clear
qualification that it cannot rule on
matters of territorial sovereignty.
China, Taiwan and Vietnam
(and Malaysia in part) claim
these areas not because these
are within their EEZs (or within
the 9-dash line) but as their ter-
ritories. China has government
issuances starting in the 1930s
declaring Panatag and the Sprat-
lys as its territories which it calls
Huangyan Qund#o and Nansha

. Qunddo, respectively. For Viet-

nam, our Kalayaan Island Group
is their Quan ddo Truong Sa.
Similiarly, our claim to these
areas are really not based on
their being within our EEZ, but
that that these are patt of our
territory. Marcos had his troops
occupy many features of the
Spratlys, starting in 1973, and
officially annexed them in 1978
to the Republic. President Arroyo
pushed for the 2009 baselines
law, which had a provision that
declared Panatag as part of our
territory, the first time that area
was officially proclaimed as such.
The Aquino regime’s savvy US
lawyers who handled the suit
against China cleverly didn't in-
voke any such claim of territory
in order to go around the Unclos
provision that it does not deal
with questions of sovereignty.

Battering ram

Diokno et al. of course didn't care
how stupid their suit was as it served
its role, which was, as Calida termed
it, “as a battering ram to take down
the Duterte administration.”

Calida wasn't exaggerating, But
it was a battering to take down
not just Duterte but this nation.

What would happen if the Su-
preme Court orders the Duterte
administration to enforce our
laws in this disputed areas? Only
two possible outcomes.

One scenario, the most likely:
Duterte would defy the court or-
der, and a constitutional crisis —
when there’s an impasse between
two branches of government — en-
sties. Mainstream media would be
screaming and repeating this line
for weeks using different angles:
“Duterte defies Supreme Court.”

Communists and Yellows —
with the help of the US that
wants Duterte out because of
his independent foreign policy
— could manage to raise an out-
rage, even if people don't really
understand why he is defying the
court. That of course would lead
to a very unstable, even violent
political scenario. With stability
vanishing, investments would

plunge, our economy would go
to the dogs. The insurgent com-
munists would be happy.

Second scenario

The second scenario: Duterte
will enforce the court’s order,
order the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources, the Coast
Guard, the Navy, Marines, and
even our police forces to the
Spratlys and Panatag to arrest
all fishermen there from China,
Vietnam, Malaysia and Taiwan.

Immediately, of course, the four
countries would stop all economic
relations with us, all tourist visits
to us. OQur economy will be in a
recession, worse than anything this
country has ever seen.

Remember what happened to
Panatag in 2012 when President
Aquino sent his refurbished war-
ship BRP Gregorio del Pilar to
arrest Chinese fishermen?

This time around it won't just be

* China's civilian Maritime Surveil-

lance forces that would be sent to
repel our puny forces, not just the
People's Liberation Army’s Navy,
but Vietnam's battle-tested Marines
and even Malaysia’s modern air and
sea vessels, This time around, we
won't just lose Panatag, We'll lose
the entire Spratlys or even Palawan,
as China or Vietnam, or both will
justify their occupation there as
necessary to ensure we're forever
out of that disputed area.

Does Diokno think the US would
defend us for trying to enforce our
authority over the Spratlys, which
claim it doesn't recognize?

Diokno and his cabal are either
being very stupid or devious in
filing this dumb-ass kalikasan
suit. Or perhaps stupidly devious.
Somebody should string up in
the crossbeams of the Supreme
Court headquarters these people
who want to ruin our country.

Email: tiglao. manilatimes @
gmail.com
Facebook: Rigoberto Tiglao
Twitter: @bobitiglao
Book orders: www.rigobertoti-
glao.com/debunked
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t least 50 more officials and
employees of the Bureau of

Customs (BOC) are set to be

acked as President Duterte

continues his erackdown against cor-

ruption in the agency. {
Presidential spokesman Salvador
“Panelo bared this a day after Duterte

ordered the £reezmg of several high-
ranking BOC officials and employees
over their supposed uwolvement in
corruption activities.

On Wednesday, Panelo said the
President will name the frozen officials

.and employees at the appropri-
~ ate time, >9

-
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50 more BOC officials...

“The President has directed the
freezing of several high-ranking
Customs officials and employees,
whose names would be disclosed at
the d, ropriate time, as they face
ad trative and criminal charges,
for unlawful activities,” he said.

In his Thursday press briefing,
Panelo said a lot of Customs people
are about to be sacked in Duterte's
battle against corruption.

“From what 1 gathered mga 72
yata ang, tatanggalin niya, or ang
facing administrative charges. Ga-
noon karami, either 72 or 62, hindi ko
na malaman eksakto (From what I
gathered, I think he's going to fire 72,
or will face administrative charges.
Either 72, or 62, I can't recall the exact
number),” he said.

“Basta marami. Mahigit singk-

wenta (All I know is there's as many

of them. Perhaps more than 50),
less than 100... Ganoon karami ang
involved sa corruption (That's how
many people are involved in corrup—
“tion),” he added.

Panelo said other officials will
surely take over the positions which
~will be vacated to ensure that opera-
tions in the BOC will continue.

Over the weekend, Duterte said
he was going to fire:more people from

the BOC due to their supposed corrupt

practices. On Monday, the President

said that at least four people w:ll be

sacked.

- member-states reacted pqs

' Desplte th.lS, Panelo smd on Thurs—

«

day that Customs Commissioner Rey
Guerrero is not included on the list of
people that will get the boot. Panelo
also said early this week that Guer-
rero still enjoys the trust and confi-
dence of the President.

Earlier, Duterte reiterated that he
is thinking of placing the BOC under
the watch of the military just to curb
the corruption looming in the agency.

Strike team vs imported trash

Meanwhile, Finance Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III has directed
the BOC to look into the creation of a
special strike team within the agency
to stop the entry of waste materials
that other countries are attempting to
dump in the Philippines.

Dominguez said the strike team
that he wants at the BOC will be akin
to a special environmental strike force
team that will be activated to guard
the entry of hazardous materlals in
the country.

The DOF chiefissued the dlrectlve
after Commissioner Guerrero reported

‘that he had called on his counterparts -

in Southeast Asia to strengthen their

law enforcement against dumping of

hazardous materials, including gar-

“bage, from other countries.

Guerrero said his fellow cuétoms
officials from the Association of
Southeast Asian Natmns

his proposal. ‘ [
In response, Dominguez said that
“1t’s tlme we put up somethmg like an

SEAN)
vely to

environmental unitin the Customs (bureau) to really
act on this garbage issue.”

Guerrero also reported to Domlinguez that other
Asian member-states like Malaysia have thanked
the Philippines for setting the example in the region
when President Duterte stood pat in his decision
to compel Canada to immediately repatriate 69
containers of trash that were dumped in Manila six
years ago.

After Canada falled to meet the original May 15
deadline set by President Duterte for the return of
the imported wastes, the government recalled its
ambassador and consuls to Canada to demonstrate
its “diminished diplomatic relations” with the North
American country. '

This action prompted Canada to move its earlier
June 30 commitment in repatriating the waste to the
Philippines’ revised May 30 deadline.

Beating the deadline set by the government,
the 69 containers of waste from Canada mislabeled
by a private importer as recyclable materials and
dumped in the Philippines six years ago were finally
shipped out of the country last May 31.

Other ASEAN countries like Malaysia and Cam-
bodia are also working to have wastes dumped in
their countries returned to Canada.

“Malaysia was thanking the Philippines for set-

ting the example, this problem about the wastes,

because now it has come to the consciousness of
the international community, this garbage problem,”
Guerrero said.

As aresult of President Duterte’s tough stand on
the issue, Guerrero said he has received reports that
plans to have other shipments of wastes transported
to the country have now been scuttled.

Aside from Canada, the South Korean govern- -

ment has also committed to help ship back to its
country some 5,176 metric tons of waste materials
illegallyimported here last year and currently stored
at the Phividee Industrial Authority premises in
Misamis Oriental.

-
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FINANCE SECRETARY Carlos G. Dommguez ~ The DoF said. other countries responded

IIT hasordered the Bureauof Customs (BoC) TORS positively to Mr. Guerrero’s proposal.

create a team to guard against future attempts ~ Between 2013 and 2014, 69 containers with

to bring waste material into the Philippines. ~ garbage were shipped to the Philippines from
“[t]he strike team that he wants at the BoC ~ Canada, On May 30 the contamers were finally

will be akin to a special environmental strike ‘-sl'upped back.

force that will be activated to guard against the = “Malaysia wasthaxﬂnng the Philippines for

entry of hazardous materials in the country,” settmg the example in this waste problem, be-

the Department of Finance (DoF) said in a  cause now it has come to the consciousness of

r

statement on Thursday. - Loy - the international community,” Mr. Guerrero
- “It’s time we put up something like an emn— - was quoted as sayingin the statement.
ronmental unitin the Customs (bureau)tore- Meanwhile, the DoF also noted that the
ally act on this garbage issue,” Mr. Dommguez South Korean government has committed
was quoted as saying in the statement. ~~* to take back 5, 176 metric tons (MT) of

According to the Finance Departmgnt, Cus-  waste material shipped to the Philippines
toms Commissioner Rey Leonardo B. Guer- last year.
rero proposed to his agency’s counterparts in The South Korea.n shxpmenﬂ are currently
the Association of Southeast Asian Natlon&?'s@-‘«sbor‘éd at a PHIVIDEC Industrial Authority
(ASEAN) region to cooperate not only onpre- sitein Misamis Oriental. — Reiee‘lena Joy N.
ventlng the entry of drugs but: also garbage . Ignacio ;
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DoF mulls strike team
vs entry of foreign garbage

- THE creation of a speclal strike

team at the Bureau of Customs
is being considered to prevent

' the entry of waste materials of

other countries into the Philip-
pm‘, according to the Depart-
ment of Hnance (Dof-} e

In astatement on (Thurs-

; day, the department said the

creation of a strike team was
ordered by Finance Secretary -
Carlos Dommgue; 3rd to
Customs Commissioner Rey
Leonardo Guerrero.

“It’s time we put up some-
thing like an environmental
unit in the Customs to re-
ally act on this garbage
issue,” Dominguez was quoted

as telling Guerrero duringa

recent meeting.
He said the team would
be akin to a special environ-
mental strike force team that
would be activated to guard
the entry of hazardous materi-
als into the country. :
The Finance chief’s directive
came after Guerrero reported
that he had called on his coun-
terparts in the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) to strengthen the law
enforcement capabilities of
the organization’s member-

states not only in the war

against drug trafficking, but

‘also in preventing the region

from being a dumping ground

for hazardous materials such
as garbage of other countries.

~ Guerrero said his fellow
~ Customs officials from the

Asean member-states reacted
positively to his proposal.
~ He said Malaysia thanked

4 the Philippines during
" the 28th meeting of the

Asean Directors-General of
Customs held in Laos for

~ setting an example in the

region when Canada repa-
triated 69 containers of .
trash that were dumped in’
Manila six years ago.

The containers, which

- were mislabeled by a private

importer as recyclable materi-
als and dumped in the Philip-
pines, were finally shipped out
of the country on May 31.
Seoul has also committed to
help ship back to South Korea

- some 5,176 metric tons of

waste materials illegally ex-
ported to the country last year
and currently stored at the
Phividec Industrial Authority

premises in Misamis Oriental.
MAYVELIN U. CARABALLO
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DOF chief seeks
strike team to
guard against
trash import

By Julito G. Rada

FINANCE Secretary Carlos Dominguez
III ordered the Bureau of Customs to
create a special strike team to guard
against the entry of waste materials that

other countries are attempting to dump

in the country.

Dominguez issued the directive dlu;- -

ing a recent DOF executive committee
meeting after Customs Commissioner
Rey Leonardo Guerrero reported that
he had called on his counterparts in the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
to strengthen the law enforcement ca-
pabilities of the orgamzatlon s member-
states not only in the war against drug
trafficking, but also in preventing the
region from being a dumping ground for

hazardous materials such as garbage of

other countries.

Guerrero said his fellow Customs of~
ficials from the ASEAN member-states
reacted positively to his proposal.

In response, Dominguez. said “it’s

time we put up something like an envi-

ronmental unit in the Customs [bureau]
to really act on this garbage issue.”

Domin nguez. ‘said the-s'rp.ke team, that
he wants' af the'BOC would be similar
to a special environmental strike force
team that will be activated to guard
the entry of hazardous materials in the
country.

Guerrero also reported to Dominguez
that other ASEAN member-states like
Malaysia have thanked the Philippines

during the 28thmeeting of the ASEAN

Directors-General of Customs held at
the Lao Republic for setting the example
in the region when President Rodrigo
Duterte stood pat in his decision to com-
pel Canada to immediately repatriate 69
containers of trash that were dumped in

Mamla slx . years ago. .

Atter Canada tailed to.meet the origi-
nal May 15 deadline set by President
Duterte for the return of the imported
wastes, the government recalled its am-
bassador and consuls to Canada to dem-
onstrate its “diminished diplomatic rela-
tions” with the North American country.

This action prompted Canada to move
its earlier June 30 commitment in repat-
riating the waste to the Philippines’ re-
vised May 30 deadline. :

Other ASEAN countries like Malay-
sia and Cambodia are also working to
have wastes dumped in their countries
returned to Canada.

Guerrero said that as a result of Presi-
dent Duterte’s tough stand on the issue,
he has received reports that plans to have
other shipments of wastes transported to
the country have now been scuttled.
~ Beating the deadline set by the gov-
ernment, the 69 containers of waste
from Canada mislabeled by a private
importer as recyclable materials and
dumped in the Philippines six years ago
were finally shipped out of the country
last May 31.

The South Korean government has

also committed to help ‘ship back to -
its country some 5,176 metric tons of

waste materials illeg'ally imported here
last year and currently stored at the
PHIVIDEC Industrial Authority prem-
ises in Misamis Oriental.
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Strlketeam to block lmported wasté mulled

MALAYSIA and Gambddia are working to have the wastes dumped on them returned to Canada.

It’s time we put up something like an envu'onmental unit in the Customs (bureau) to
really act on this ga.rbage issue

To prevent other countries from
attempting to dump waste materials
in the Philippines. Finance Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III has directed
Commissioner Rey Leonardo Guerrero
of the Bureau of Customs (BoC) to
look into the creation of a special
strike team.

Dominguez issued the directive
during a recent Department of
Finance Executive Committee
meeting after Guerrero reported
that he had called on his counterparts
in the Association of Southeast Asian

‘Nations (ASEAN) to strengthen the

law enforcement capabilities of the
organization's member-states not only

in the war against drug trafficking,  immediately repatriate 69 containers  special environmental strike force teani_)
but also in preventing the region  of trash that were dumped in Manila that will be activated to guard the entry
from being a dumping ground for  six years ago. of hazardous materials in the country,

hazardous materials such as garbage
of other countries.

come to the consciousness of
the international community,

* this garbage problem,

Guerrero said his fellow customs

officials from the ASEAN
member-states reacted positively

- to his proposal.

In response, Dominguez said that
“it’s time we put up something like
an environmental unit in the Customs
(bureau) toreally act on this garbage
issue.” :

Guerrero also reported to
Dominguez that other ASEAN
member-states like Malaysia thanked
the Philippines during the 28th
meeting of the ASEAN Directors-General

- of Customs held at the Lao Republic

for setting the example in the region
when President Duterte stood pat
in his decision to compel Canada to

After Canada failed to meet
the original 15 May deadline set by
President Duterte for the return of

This action prompted Canada to
move its earlier 30 June commitment
in repatriating the waste to the
Philippines’ revised 30 May deadline.

Other ASEAN countries like
Malaysia and Cambodla are also

working to have wastes dumped in
their countries returned to Canada.
“Malaysia was thanking the

Philippines for setting the example,
this problem about the wastes, because

now it has come to the consciousness
of the international community, this
garbage problem,” Guerrero said
during the Execom meeting.

Guerrero said that as a result of
President Duterte’s tough stand on
the issue, he has received reports that
plans to have other shipments of wastes
transported to the country have now
been scuttled.

- Dominguez said the strike team that

he wants at the BoC will be akin to a

Beating the deadlina set by the
government, the 69 containers of waste

from Canada mislabeled by a private

i h the imported wastes, the government ~ importer as recyclable materials and
r:mhg;i;moim :h: recalled its ambassador and consuls  dumped in the Philippines six years ago
exantule. this orobloh about to Canada to demonstrate its  were finally shipped out of the country
A+ ) P “diminished diplomatic relations”  last 31 May. .-
the wastes, because now it has with the North American country. The Smfm*!{oreaﬂ’govemment ha.s

also committed to help ship back to
its country some 5,176 metric tons
of waste materials illegally imported
here last ‘year and currently stored
at the PHIVIDEC Industrial Authority .
premises in Misamis Oriental.
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Belmonte seeks ordinance
revision, audit on ‘green fund’

QUEZON City Mayor
Joy Belmonte has certi-
fied as urgent an amend-
. :nttoanordinancethat
will make “green fund”
a public fund.

The move was
prompted by a recom-
mendation from the Com-
mission on Audit (CoA)

that the so-called “green-

fund” now amounting to

P316 million must be sub-

jected to audit.
Belmonte urged the

city council to amend SP
2350 or the Environment
Protection and Waste
Management Code for
CoA auditing. She in-
structed Vice Mayor Gian
Sotto to ensure that it in-
corporates all of CoA’s
recommendations.
Inanordinance passed
in 2014, the QC-Council
envisioned the Green
Fund as a mechanism
through which retailers
could generate means to

carry out environmental
projects by charging P2
from consumers for ev-
ery plastic bag used.

By charging for plastic
bags, the QC Council
hoped this would dis-
courage consumers from
using plastic in favor of
eco-bags.

CoA however main-
tains that the Green Fund
must be turned over to
the City Treasurer’s Of-
fice and be subject to au-

= 1
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DOLE: 7K+ POGO workers face

deportation for lack of AEP

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
¥ @sam_medenilla

VER 7,000 foreign nationals
O (FN) may soon face possible
deportation for their failure
to secure work permits, according to
the Department of Labor and Em-
ployment (DOLE). ‘
In an interview, DOLE’s Bureau
of Local Employment (BLE) Direc-

were able toidentifyatotalof 7,037
FNsworking in the Philippine Off-
shore Gaming Operators (POGO)
who allegedly did not apply for an
Alien Employment Permit (AEP)
before the prescribed deadline.
An AEP is a document issued by
DOLE to FNs who will be working
in the country for more than six
months.
" “They were given until mid-
June to comply...the names of

those who d1d not comply will be
submitted tothe BI [Bureau of Im-
migration],” Tutay told reporters
in an ambush interview.

This was in line with the Joint
Guidelines (JG) 1, Series of 2019,
jointlysignedby DOLE, Department
of Justice (DQJ), Bl and the Bureau
of InternalRevenue (BIR), whichwas
signed last May.

Under the said issuance, FNs
working in POGOs were no longer

tor Dominique R. Tutay said they

allowedtoavailthem-

selves of a Special
Work Permit (SWP).
Instead, they will be
required to apply for
“an AEP.

SWP is issued by
the BI to FNs who
will workin the coun-
try for less than six
months.

Highercompliance
TUTAY said the
number of FNs they

s

will be endorsing to BI may still
rise since their current figures
only covered their validation in-
spection in Metro Manila alone.
“Our)omtmspect:orrteamhas
already saturated the POGOs in
NCR [National Capital Region],

soweare now focusing our atten-
tion to other locators outside of

Metro Manila,” Tutay said.

Citing the validation :esult she
sa1d therewasatotalof 38,343 FNs b

in 171 POGO service providers i in
the NCR that were inspected.
_ Initially, 8,371 FNs were found

' tohave noworkpermits, whichwas,
‘however, reduced to 7,037 after

some of them applied for an AEP.

Tutay said while JG 1 is yet to

be fully implemented, she said it
has already triggered a rise on the

number of AEP applicationsin their

regional office to 9,357 in the first
quarter of 2018 to 15,904 on the
same period this year.
“Thisisequivalenttoa70-percent
increase year-on-year,” Tutay said.

Additional requirements

TO recall, the government adopted |

‘amoreaggressiveinspectionregime

" on the growing number of FN em-

ployees in the country, amid con-

. cerns from some lawmakers that

“many of them do not have the nec-
‘essary work permits. -

~Thisalsoresulted to the govern-

 ment’s issuance of JG 1, and the
-neW."Jomt Memorandum Circular

~ (JMC)001,Seriesof 2019, signedby
- DOLE, DOJ, BI, BIR, Department

of Farelgn Affairs (DFA), Depart-
ment of Finance (DOF), Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), Professional

- Regulation Commission (PRC) and
- NationalIntelligence Coordinating

Agency (NICA), which was signed
on Thursday.

Labor Secretary Silvestre H. Bello.

11l said JMC 001 will further ensure
that no Filipino will be deprived of

work due to the entry of FNs.

“Thiswillalsolead toahigherrev-
enuecollection for the BIR becauseno

. —

~ [work] permit will be issued [to FNs]

if they willnot pay taxes.” Bello said.

Among the salient points of the
JMCis enabling FNs to secure awork
visaevenwhiletheyareintheirhome
country;andmaking TaxpayerIdenti-
fication Number (TIN) arequirement
for the application of a work permit.

Centralized database

ITalsomandatesall concernedagen-
cies, except DOJ and BI, to secure a
Certificate of No Objection (CNO)
from DOLE in the issuance of their
respective work permits for FNs.
“Thisissowe cancapturethedata
_ of foreign nationals, who intend to
work in the Philippines,” Tutay said.
Another landmark provision of
JMC 001 is its provision requiring
all work permit applications of ENs
to be vetted by NICA to ensure they
will not pose as a threat to the coun-
try’s national security.
All of these collected data will be
consolidated by BLE in a soon-to-be
established centralized database.

131358035002 0sn0ss sy sam——
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Cleaning up Manila

I am a native Manileno, born in Sampaloc and grew up
in Paco. My family tree has roots in Paco going far back
as the Spanish era.

Our ancestral home used to be in Calle San Antonio,
a side street of Calle Penafrancia where families like the
Yulos and the Laurels once lived.

But time has taken its toll on the Manila I knew. It has
become dirty, dangerous, and simply allowed to'rot. I
blame the mayors through martial law and the 30 post-
EDSA years for abandoning Manila to the dogs.

DEMAND That's why I was frankly sur-

rised that Mayor Isko Moreno on
AND is first day in office demonstrated

SUPPLY a feeling I long had about the need

; to revive and clean up the city.

: Divisoria is an easy place to

start. It is known for sheer anarchy.

The streets have disappeared as
sidewalk vendors appropriated
the roadways as if they were pay-
ing rent to someone.

As it turns out, they were.
Someone was collecting money
from the vendors. Mayor Isko
revealed that he got an offer of P5 million a day to close
his eyes on the anomalous situation. One wonders if his
predecessors did.

Mayor Isko went beyond Divisoria... cleaning up
Carriedo, Plaza Miranda and its underpass. He said he
has just gotten started and alleviated fears he s all ningas
cogon. el :

The new mayor is also saying a lot of the right things.
He said he is preserving the Arroceros pocket forest,
cleaning up Manila Zoo and working with the Depart-
ment of Tourism to develop Intramuros as a safe tourist
district. p :

~ Indeed, Mayor Isko wants to develop a “tourism
circuit” that would link Intramuros to the National Mu-
seum, Rizal Park, Binondo, and other heritage districts
in the city. The Mayor also said he plans to work with
the Intramuros Administration (IA) to support its “urban
regeneration” initiative.

Mayor Isko has all the support he needs from Tourism
Secretary Berna Romulo Puyat. Reacting to Mayor Isko’s
initiatives, Sec Berna said she is happy to hear that from

the Mayor. ‘

The Tourism Secretary noted that “Manila is the cru-
cible of Philippine history and culture, and the primary
gateway to the country’s 7,641 island destinations. We
at the DOT share the vision and enthusiasm of Mayor
Moreno in providing our international visitors a great
first impression of the Philippines as soon as they set
foot in Manila. _

“There is much to experience in the country’s capital
city. Aside from Intramuros, we have Rizal Park, Paco

“Park, Quiapo Church, Sta. Cruz, Binondo, Manila’s Chi-
“hatown, and University of Sto, Tomas, as well as the tra-
ditional and religious festivities,” Sec Berna pointed out.

BOO CHANCO

Not one to lose time, the Mayor met with officials from

. the IA and the Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise
Zone Authority (TIEZA) a week ago to discuss how
to revive Manila’s cultural heritage sites and boost the

_}gw hxm on Twitter @boochanco

TIEZA, an agency of the Department of Tourism, com-
mitted through its chief operating officer Pocholo Paragas,
to among others, put new tourist signages in all tourist
destinations, including the 47 parks located in Manila.
Signages... we surely need those. ‘ ;

As for the IA;, administrator Guiller Asido said the
agency committed to fix the Lawton-Intramuros under-
pass by September. Asido also asked Moreno to have
businesses operating in the walled city obtain a permit
from the IA before the Manila City Hall. Moreno agreed.

Intramuros had always been a big problem for tourism
officials. It is the perfect site for a tourism and heritage
oriented development. We need something like that to
provide a point of interest for our visitors. .

But some of the land there are privately owned, wheth-
er legally or land-grabbed through the years. The past 1A

- administrator worked hard to also convince squatters in

the area to move elsewhere with government assistance,
of course.

The best solution is for President Duterte to declare
the entire Intramuros district a heritage site to be owned
totally by government. Land with valid titles will be
expropriated and owners compensated. .

This is the only way we can have a coordinated de-
velopment plan for Intramuros. Right now, there are
bodegas and other buildings that do not contribute to the
Intramuros heritage story. If President Duterte can do this,
he would be leaving behind a concrete achievement that
only a leader with political will can deliver.

Turn to B4

DEMAND AND SUPPLY... From B3

The other thing I want to see developed is the recreation
of the Nayong Pilipino. President Duterte already thumbed

down thé granting of a gambling license to a toreign enti
]::Iri that SII-‘tEJ There 3}110}35& be no hindrance to fé%g?nz
ayong Pilipino in the Bay Area into what it igi
supposed topbe. : y gRGR
e other low hanging fruit is Binondo, f th

world’s oldest Chinatowns. I once worked g)?eao-banli
whose head office was in Calle Rosario near the Binondo
Church. We used to try a lot of the small restaurants, the

hole in wall types, around the area. It was good, cheap

« food.

My friend, Ivan Man Dy is singlehandedly tryi

ghi_p iR i;x?et‘eierest fo;:&lC}un' ]a)tz;wn cuigsline with ﬁif‘?“a]ﬁ-nm
urs. I jo one of those walks and -

es we v\]rould otherwise miss, R

The Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Com- |
merce should spend some money to clean up the esteros
and make sure those esteros are kept clean. There was a
time when eating by a Binondo estero was a good experi-
ence. Not any more because of the stench.

Binondo is one project Mayor Isko should do with the
Chinoy community. Everyone benefits. And yes, can we
O Maven o s M & oo e 3
. Mayor is like a breath of fresh air. I hope he has
staying power. Maybe we can have a competitigr? among
the 17 Metro Manila mayors on who can clean up and
beautify their cities best. DILG should launchit. .

Boo Chanco's e-mail address is bchanco@gmail.com. Fol-
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Earth patuloy na um:init

Inaasahang sa taon”g@oSO ang
temperatura sa London ay magiging
kahalintulad ng klima sa Madrid sa
kasalukuyan; naging katulad ng Paris ang
Canberra; angsmckho%msaBudapstat
ang temperatura sa Mosooway maging
kaga[ya ng Sofia, inihayagsa ba@ng pag-
aaral.

- Magiging mas malala ang mga
pagbabago sa mga tropical city gaya ng
Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, at Singapol
which, na makararanas ng kakalbang
 kondisyon sa klima, na magereﬂulta sa
labis na paglamlgat pag-mrt. i ot f
‘ e AFP

6 usa, patay nang
mdkakam ng plastler

- Siyamna usaang blnawlan ngbuhay
makaraang makakain ng mga plastic
bag sa Nara Park sa Japan, ayon sa isang
wildlife group nitong Lunes. Isinisi ng grupo
]ang insidente sa paglakas ngtlmsmo sa

ugar.

Ayon sa Nara Deer Preservatlon
Foundaﬁon ilang plastlebgg at snack.
packet ang natagpuan sa txyan ngmga
usa na binawian ng | buhay noong Marso
hanggang Hunyo ngayongtaon

Ang naturang parke ang tahanan
ng mahigit 1,000 usa, na minsan ding
namamataang palakad-lakad sa kalye
habangnaghahanap ng pagkaing |maalok
ngmga

Pmagbabawalan ang m@ turista na
pakainin ng kahitanong pagkainang mga
usa maliban sa crackers, ngunit may mga
dayuhang nahuling plnapakqln ng ibang
klase ngsnack ang mgaito.

Dahil dito, maaari umanor;g
pinagkamalan rig mga usa na pagka n
ang plastic bag. g

Angmga usasa pameayna aabotsa
1.200ayp1nopmtektahan ﬁﬂ an| éﬂb?\ar
treasure. - e

AFP




